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Values for December

KINDNESS, CARING & SHARING

Headteacher Message

What a busy and exciting final week of

term with an outdoor reindeer hunt, a

very tasty Christmas lunch, fun and games

at the Christmas parties, an online panto

(Jack and The Beanstalk) and of course a

visit from Santa!

Thank you to Reverend Sue, Mrs Harvey

and Hemblington Church for inviting the

children to perform their Nativity and

Christmas productions at the church. It

really was a very special event and next

year we hope to be able to invite parents

and carers to this. All the children also

decorated a star for the church tree.

The FRIENDS Christmas Community

Singalong event last Friday was a huge

success. It was fantastic to see the

school community come together to enjoy

the evening under twinkly lights and

singing carols together. Thank you to all

who donated prizes for the event and to

those who came along to celebrate with

us.

A HUGE thank you must also go to the

FRIENDS, who put a lot of hard work into

setting up this community event which

raised over £1400 for the school
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Thank you to all families for donating to

Save The Children on Christmas Jumper

Day which raised £117.

The Nativity and Christmas performance

recordings have been uploaded onto your

child’s Google Classroom. We know that

you enjoy watching these and we really

hope that next year we can resume back

to live performances in school and in the

church.

School term begins again for the children

on Wednesday 5th January. The staff will

be in school on Tuesday 4th January for

INSET.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and

happy Holidays! Enjoy the festive season

with friends, family and loved ones and

stay safe.

Farewell to staff members:

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to

three of our teachers this week...

Firstly goodbye to Mrs Willrich, who has

been teaching at the school for 32.5

years! The children and staff gave her a

wonderful send off on Wednesday and we

wish her all the best in her next chapter

of life.

Secondly, goodbye to Mrs Whittle, who

will also be leaving at the end of this year.

We will miss all her wonderful artwork

that she has created with the children.

Finally, goodbye to Mr Shingles whose

work on developing maths and our Eco

team has been very much appreciated.

We would like to thank them for all their

hard work and dedication to teaching the

pupils of Hemblington.

Year 2 Phonics Check Results

The Year 2 phonics check results will be

sent home today as a printed paper copy.

If your child is not in school then you will

receive this in January.

COVID Update

From 14 December, a new national

approach to daily testing for contacts of

COVID-19 has been introduced. All adults

who are fully vaccinated and children aged

5 to 18 years and 6 months, identified as

a contact of someone with COVID-19 –
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whether Omicron or not – should take a

LFD test every day for 7 days instead of

self-isolating. Children under five years

old do not need to take part in daily

testing for contacts of COVID-19 and do

not need to isolate.

Once notified by Test and Trace as a

close contact, all staff, pupils and

students are strongly recommended to

take a LFD each day for 7 days and

report the results through the online

reporting system and to their setting. If

they test negative, they can continue to

attend their education setting. Outside of

the education setting, they should

continue to follow national guidance.

This approach should also be adopted over

the Christmas holiday and on return in

January. We will keep you informed of any

updates in January if needed.

After School Art Club

Starting January 2022

A final reminder that our After School

Art Club will be back up and running in

January. This will be held in the school

hall on a Monday afternoon from 3:15 pm

until 4:15 pm. This will be for Years 1 - 6.

The cost is £5 each session which is

payable at the beginning of each half

term to help fund buying in materials

ready for the following half term. We try

to include a range of art and craft

activities, giving a child the opportunity to

work using a range of art materials. The

details are as follows if you would like to

book a place.

Message Di on 07432766883 to book a

place, giving the name of your child and

class year they are currently in, any

medical, dietary, or any allergies your

child has (as there will be biscuits at each

session). Many Thanks Di

Books for Schools Reminder

Just a couple of weeks left of the Books

To Schools promotion. The paper will also

publish bonus tokens each day from

December 18 through to December 31.

All tokens should be returned to school no

later than January 21, 2022. Thank you.

Holiday Activities FREE for

families on Free School Meals

Broadland District Council’s Tots2Teens

Holiday Activities are running over the

Christmas break this year. All the

sessions (other than theatre tickets) are

part of the Norfolk Holiday Fun

Programme and therefore families who

are eligible for free school meals will have
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been sent an email with a HAF code which

will enable them to book their child onto

the club for FREE. All children attending

will get a healthy lunch provided too.

The sessions will be running over

Christmas, from 20
th

– 23
rd

, 29
th

& 30
th

December. This includes a Christmas

Cookery Class, Festive Decoration Making,

Painting our GoGoDiscover T-Rex and a 4

day course making and filming robots!

There is also a Robots Takeover course

which will be run in partnership with

Laboratory Media Education. These

sessions are appropriate for those

children who might struggle in other

classes or workshop situations because

they have needs that require a calmer

setting and a slower paced session. There

will be 3 adults to a maximum of 12

children and the SEND Coordinator

should have received an email from

Norfolk County Council about these

sessions too.

Families can book by calling on 01603

430525 or visiting our website;

https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.go

v.uk/communities/tots-2-teens

The Big Norfolk Festive Holiday Fun

activity programme provides holiday

activities for children and young people

aged 5-16 (or 4 if your child is slightly

younger but in school) in Norfolk.

This winter, the majority of sessions will

take place 20-23 December across the

county, with a few exceptions taking place

the following week.

All children may take part in Big Norfolk

Festive Holiday Fun activities. Some

activities are reserved for those with a

code, while others have a mix of paid

spaces and free spaces. The free spaces

are reserved for children who are eligible

for means-tested free school meals.

Children who do not receive means-tested

free school meals can still sign up to many

exciting activities for a small fee.

Families should visit Big Norfolk Holiday

Fun - Active Norfolk to search and book

activities.

A Snapshot of Learning This

Week

Cygnet’s first nativity at school was

wonderful.

Cygnet class are starting to use their

phonics skills in independent learning time.

It is lovely to see them working together,

wanting to write and helping each other to

spell.
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The Swans were able to show off their

geographical knowledge in the map work

activity session. They remembered the

four points of the compass and also

recognised some symbols used on maps.

They used a map of the school to find

flags that had been hidden in the school

grounds.

Robin Class has been busy this week with

lots of Christmas activities, including lots

of amazing crafts thanks to Mrs Connley.

They have also recorded their Christmas

performance and took part in some

outdoor learning about maps.

PE has gone ‘Christmassy’ this week for

Kingfisher class! The children created a

sleigh using the PE equipment, and they

did a great job!
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Swallow class using Book Creator to write

stories of Pompeii.

Swallow Class getting creative with

Christmas craft cards. Creating amazing

Christmas puddings!
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Kestrel Class took their finished Moon

Buggies for a test drive in the hall. The

children were able to compare the buggy

designs and build. They enjoyed racing

them against each other.

Eagles have been creating popcorn cones

in preparation for their Christmas DVD

party on Friday.

Finally…Some Christmas Poetry

by Emily and Holly in Year 5…

Twas the night before Christmas,

Everyone was cheery,

It was almost time to love,

Family more dearly.

I soon woke up,

To the sound of a creak,

So I went downstairs,

And took a sneak peak.

Out of the chimney,

I saw a foot,

Someone came out,

Covered in soot.

He had a white beard,
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And most of him was red,

He told me to go up,

And head to bed.

He put all of the presents,

Under the tree,

And smiled at me,

With a face full of glee.

By Emily Petts

It’s Christmas eve night,

We hung our stockings up high,

I thought about Santa,

Flying through the sky.

A clatter-a chatter,

A flurry of soot,

A wiggle, a jiggle,

And out poked a foot.

In came the man,

All cloaked in red,

I thought he would talk to me,

But instead…

He filled the stockings,

Right up to the brim,

Of course this wasn’t,

Expected of him.

He turned around,

And said, ‘Ho! Ho! Ho!’

He jumped in his sleigh,

And off he did go.

It’s Christmas Day,

I hear children’s laughter,

And I end this poem,

With Happily Ever After!

By Holly Jermany

Dates for your diary for 2022

Year 6 Swimming

7th Jan 22-11th Feb

Preschool Jumble Sale

Saturday 15th January at Heathlands

Year 3 Swimming

25th Feb 22-1st April 22

Acle Academy Summer Transition Dates:

STEM - Wednesday 29th June - Year 5

Taster Day - Monday 4th July - Year 6

(Transitioning students with a place only)

Taster Day - Tuesday 5th July - Year 6

(Transitioning students with a place only)

Term Dates 2021-2022

Autumn Term

Begins: Monday 6 September 2021

Ends: Friday 17 December 2021

Spring  Term

Begins: Wednesday 5 January 2022

Ends: Friday 1 April 2022

Half-term holiday

Monday 14 February-Friday 18 February

2022

Summer Term

Begins: Wednesday 20 April 2022

Ends: Friday 22 July 2022

May half-term holiday

Monday 30 May -Friday 3 June  2022

Staff INSET Days

Thursday 2 September 2021
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Friday 3 September 2021

Friday October 22 2021

Tuesday 4 January 2022

Monday 25 July 2022

Premier Sport Breakfast &

After School Clubs

Just a reminder about our breakfast and

after school clubs.

Breakfast club is daily from 07:45-08:45

and can be booked via the Premier Sport

website.

Art Club Mondays NEW 15:15-16:15

(Book by calling Di on 07432766883)

Tuesdays 15:15-16:15 (Archery Jan-April)

Dancing Wednesdays 15:15-16:00

Performing Arts Thursdays 15:15-16:15

Football Fridays 15:15-16:15

Please sign up via the Premier Sport

website and search for the school

www.premier-education.com/parents

for Breakfast Club, Tennis, Performing

Arts and Football. To sign up for the

Wednesday dance club email Caroline at

dancingdimensionsuk@gmail.com.

9

http://www.premier-education.com/parents
mailto:dancingdimensionsuk@gmail.com

