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Values for December

KINDNESS, CARING & SHARING

Headteacher Message

It is beginning to feel a lot like Christmas

now at Hemblington Primary School.

Thank you to the FRIENDS parents;

Leanne Roper, Sue Jermany, Joanna

Thornton, Jenny Wood and Sarah Willert

for giving up their time to put up the

decorations in the hall and around the

school. The children were so excited to

see them up! Thank you also to Mrs

Harvey for her online Posada Assemblies

this week to get us thinking about the

true meaning of Christmas.

There are now lots of fantastic events

happening over the next few weeks for

the children to celebrate this very special

time of year. Events include our

Christmas carols in the church event,

performances, Christmas crafts,

Christmas lunch, an online panto

production, reindeer hunt and our special

Santa arrival on the last day of term.

Although, sadly we have had to cancel

inviting parents into our indoor events,

the Christmas Community Singalong on

Friday December 10th 5-6pm is still open

to all so please do wrap up warm and come.

A full list of all the Christmas events for

the children can be found in the ‘dates

for your diary’ section at the end of the

newsletter.

The school post box is up and running for

Christmas cards for your children if they

wish to send cards to each other. Please

make sure your children put the name and

class /year group on the envelope so we

know where to send them. The post box is

an excellent way for developing the

children’s writing skills!

Thank you for your kind generosity with

donations for Children In Need. We

raised £82.75 which has now been sent

off.

The next fundraising event will be our

Christmas Jumper Day on December 10th

where we will be raising money for Save

The Children. Thank you for helping

others at this time.

Winter Sickness

There have been a few cases of sickness

in school and we are currently in contact

with Public Health England to ensure we

are following the correct procedures in

1



school. If your child has sickness and

diarrhoea, it may be Norovirus.

Below is some information about

Norovirus or Winter Vomiting Disease as

it is sometimes known.

Norovirus is the most common cause of

diarrhoea & vomiting in England and Wales

and is easily spread from one person to

another.

Symptoms

The first sign is usually a sudden onset of

nausea followed by projectile vomiting and

watery diarrhoea. Some people may have a

raised temperature, headaches and aching

limbs. Most people will make a full

recovery within 1-2 days.

Pupils, staff or visitors should be

symptom free for 48 hours before

returning to the school. Family members

or siblings do not have to isolate, unless

they also have the symptoms.

We have put in place enhanced cleaning

and increased hand washing. We will

continue to follow Public Health England

advice and are monitoring the situation on

a daily basis.

If your child is sick or has diarrhoea,

please keep them off for 48 hours after

symptoms have subsided.

FRIENDS Community Christmas

Sing Along At Hemblington

Primary School Friday 10th

December 5-6pm

The Friends are pleased to announce that

they will still be hosting a Christmas

Singalong on Friday 10th December.

Come along and celebrate Christmas with

twinkly lights, warming mulled wine and

Christmas carols with the children. The

Christmas raffle, which has some

excellent prizes, will be drawn at the

event. There will also be a bottle tombola,

cakes and warm drinks for sale. The

event, which will take place in the

playground between 5pm and 6pm, is open

to friends and family within the

community and will be a lovely way to get

into the festive spirit. Our Christmas

Fayre just wasn’t possible again this year,

so it would be lovely to see as many of you

as possible for a good old Christmas

singalong!
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If anyone has any gazebos, outdoor fairy

lights, long extension leads or slow

cookers we could borrow for the event we

would be very grateful. The bottle

tombola is always very popular so if you

are able to kindly donate a bottle please

bring it into school on Friday 3rd

December.

Thank you so much for your support and

we look forward to celebrating with you

this Christmas. From the FRIENDS.

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

As part of our school's ethos of positive

values, we would like to support a local

charity this Christmas. The food bank in

Great Yarmouth were very grateful for

the donation of food we made following

our Harvest Festival and we would like to

support their Christmas appeal for

Christmas gifts. They are collecting shoe

boxes of gifts labelled with who the gifts

are suitable for, e.g. adult female,

teenage male, or child with an indication

of age range.

The box can be wrapped but keeping the

lid wrapped separately so that it can be

opened.

Items to include

Adults: toiletries, other hygiene items,

gloves, scarves, treats. Please no alcohol

or tobacco.

Children: gloves, scarves, treats, small

toys, school items.

Alternatively, you can donate individual

items that we can then use to create the

shoe box at school.

If you have any spare shoe boxes or

wrapping paper that you can donate to

school, we would be very grateful.Please

bring items to the school office by the

end of term.

Books for Schools Reminder

With just over 4 weeks left of the Books

To Schools promotion, there will be bonus

tokens published throughout December.

The first dates for your diary are

December 3 and 9 when there will be 10

bonus tokens on each of those days, so 11

tokens in total.
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The paper will also publish bonus tokens

each day from December 18 through to

December 31. Whenever possible please

share the attached social media graphic

with your parents / supporters on the

relevant days.

By way of a reminder all tokens should be

returned to school no later than January

21, 2022

Hemblington Pre School

Jumble Sale Appeal

Hemblington preschool are holding their

annual January Jumble sale on Saturday

15th January at Heathlands. Please start

collecting any unwanted clothes/toys/Bric

a brac/Books etc to donate. More details

to follow in the New Year. Thank you for

your help, Pre School Committee.

Financial Support For Families

There is support available for families

who are facing hardship and need support.

Note: We have attached a Norfolk

Assistance Scheme (NAS) information

leaflet for schools to share with their

families. This may be sent electronically

with e-bulletins or printed off for those

families that are not able to access news

electronically.

Anyone experiencing hardship may be able

to receive support through the NAS,

which may be able to provide support for

food, fuel, clothes and other essential

household items to families experiencing

hardship. Wider support from a range of

partners can then also be made available

with NAS working alongside the

Children's Services Community and

Partnerships service.

Families may get in touch with NAS via

their dedicated website which includes an

online application form at Norfolk

Assistance Scheme - Norfolk County

Council or if they cannot access the

internet, they can call 0344 800 8020.
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Holiday Activities FREE for

families on Free School Meals

Broadland District Council’s Tots2Teens

Holiday Activities are running over the

Christmas break this year. All the

sessions (other than theatre tickets) are

part of the Norfolk Holiday Fun

Programme and therefore families who

are eligible for free school meals will have

been sent an email with a HAF code which

will enable them to book their child onto

the club for FREE. All children attending

will get a healthy lunch provided too.

The sessions will be running over

Christmas, from 20
th

– 23
rd

, 29
th

& 30
th

December. This includes a Christmas

Cookery Class, Festive Decoration Making,

Painting our GoGoDiscover T-Rex and a 4

day course making and filming robots!

There is also a Robots Takeover course

which will be run in partnership with

Laboratory Media Education. These

sessions are appropriate for those

children who might struggle in other

classes or workshop situations because

they have needs that require a calmer

setting and a slower paced session. There

will be 3 adults to a maximum of 12

children and the SEND Coordinator

should have received an email from

Norfolk County Council about these

sessions too.

Families can book by calling on 01603

430525 or visiting our website;

https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.go

v.uk/communities/tots-2-teens

The Big Norfolk Festive Holiday Fun

activity programme provides holiday

activities for children and young people

aged 5-16 (or 4 if your child is slightly

younger but in school) in Norfolk.

This winter, the majority of sessions will

take place 20-23 December across the

county, with a few exceptions taking place

the following week.

All children may take part in Big Norfolk

Festive Holiday Fun activities. Some

activities are reserved for those with a

code, while others have a mix of paid

spaces and free spaces. The free spaces

are reserved for children who are eligible

for means-tested free school meals.

Children who do not receive means-tested

free school meals can still sign up to many

exciting activities for a small fee.

Families should visit Big Norfolk Holiday

Fun - Active Norfolk to search and book

activities.
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A Snapshot of Learning This

Week

Cygnets enjoyed using what they learned

in Road Safety Week in role play. They

learned about Stop, Listen, Listen, Think

for crossing roads safely.

This week Swan class have been

concluding their work on the four

Countries of the United Kingdom with a

look at Northern Ireland. They thought

about how they could travel there, then

they drew the flag and wrote that Belfast

is the capital city.

Robins explored different ways to make

100 using Cuisenaire rods.

They have also been busy in science,

looking at useful natural resources and

making pigments from substances such as

mud, beetroot and coffee. They then used

these pigments to create paintings.

Swallow class had a fantastic day on

Monday at the Time and Tide Museum in

Great Yarmouth. During the day,

Swallows had the opportunity to meet the

wealthy Roman, Lady Livia, who decided on

our slave names! We also prepared for

battle as a Celtic warrior, and listened to

stories and mixed battle potions with the

Druid. A highlight for many was training

with the Roman soldier Titus. We may

need a bit more practice at the ‘testudo’
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formation though, as some of us got wet,

when the sponges were thrown! The staff

complimented the children on their depth

of knowledge, enthusiasm and brilliant

behaviour.

In maths this week, Kestrels have had fun

making compound shapes and working out

their areas.
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In Art, Eagles have been looking at Greek
pottery plates. They have designed their
own pattern and used a paper plate to start
their design.

This is Hugo’s Spartan shield that he made
for his topic homework. What fantastic work!

Dates for your diary

Christmas Events: Many

of these events are now

online  recordings due to

the uncertainty of the

Omicron variant.

Wednesday 1st December

Start of Advent and

Posada Assemblies Mrs Harvey

Monday 6th December

Christmas Reading Craft Cafe 9:15-10:15

Year 2 & 3

Tuesday  7th December

Christmas Reading Craft Cafe 9:15-10:15

Year 1 (Now being taken home)

Wednesday 8th December

Christmas Reading Craft Cafe 9:15-10:15
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Year 4

Thursday 9th  December

Christmas Reading Craft Cafe 9:15-10:15

Year 5 & 6

Friday 10th December Christmas

Nativity/Carols in the Church for pupils &

Christmas Jumper Day

Church Performance Timings

Year R and Y1 - 9:45-10:15

Year 4,5,6 - 11:00-12:00

Year 2&3 1:45-2:30

Friday 10th December Christmas

FRIENDS Christmas Fair 5-6pm

Outdoor event-All Welcome

Monday 13th December 2-3pm

Christmas Performance Year 4,5,6

(Recorded for parents)

Tuesday 14th December

Reception Class Nativity 9-10 am

Christmas Performance Year 1,2,3

2-3pm (Recorded for parents)

Wednesday 15th December

Reindeer Hunt 9-12 am

School Christmas  Lunch

Xmas Parties

Thursday 16th December

1:30pm Online Panto Jack and The

Beanstalk

Friday 17th December

Special Santa Visit for all classes

End of Term Celebration Assemblies

Friday 17th December 2021

End of Autumn Term: Finish 1:30pm

Tuesday 14th December Year 5 and 6

Nasal Flu Vaccine

Year 6 Swimming

7th Jan 22-11th Feb

Year 3 Swimming

25th Feb 22-1st April 22

Acle Academy Summer Transition Dates:

STEM - Wednesday 29th June - Year 5

Taster Day - Monday 4th July - Year 6

(Transitioning students with a place only)

Taster Day - Tuesday 5th July - Year 6

(Transitioning students with a place only)

Term Dates 2021-2022

Autumn Term

Begins: Monday 6 September 2021

Ends: Friday 17 December 2021

Spring  Term

Begins: Wednesday 5 January 2022

Ends: Friday 1 April 2022

Half-term holiday

Monday 14 February-Friday 18 February

2022

Summer Term

Begins: Wednesday 20 April 2022

Ends: Friday 22 July 2022

May half-term holiday

Monday 30 May -Friday 3 June  2022

Staff INSET Days

Thursday 2 September 2021

Friday 3 September 2021

Friday October 22 2021
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Tuesday 4 January 2022

Monday 25 July 2022

Premier Sport Breakfast &

After School Clubs

Just a reminder about our breakfast and

after school clubs.

Breakfast club is daily from 07:45-08:45

and can be booked via the Premier Sport

website.

Tennis Tuesdays 15:15-16:15 (Archery

Jan-April)

Dancing Wednesdays 15:15-16:00

Performing Arts Thursdays 15:15-16:15

Football Fridays 15:15-16:15

Please sign up via the Premier Sport

website and search for the school

www.premier-education.com/parents

for Breakfast Club, Tennis, Performing

Arts and Football. To sign up for the

Wednesday dance club email Caroline at

dancingdimensionsuk@gmail.com.
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