Robin Class
Autumn Term 2020
Information for Parents
Welcome to the new term and to Robin Class. It has not been an easy time for any of us since March,
with children learning at home, so it is a relief for us all to be back in school. I hope you have all enjoyed
the summer, with plenty of trips around our local area.
This term Robin Class will be working on the following topics:
-

Study of the Local Area.
First Landing on the Moon

Before beginning these topics, the children will be thinking about how they learn.
During English we will be reading stories with familiar settings, using information books to find out about
the ‘First Landing on the Moon’ and looking at patterns in poems. Art lessons will cover a range of
techniques and will include a study of a famous artist, Claude Monet, as well as being based around our
topics. The children will also have an opportunity to work in the ICT room, learning basic keyboard skills
to compose text and experiment with creating patterns/pictures.
In Maths lessons, we cover a wide range of strategies, but you could assist your child by helping them to
count in ones, twos, fives and tens, forwards and backwards. Children will be learning their 2-times,
5-times and 10-times tables and will use their knowledge of number patterns to assist them when solving
calculations and word problems. It would also be beneficial if you could give your child an opportunity to
become more familiar with using money and help them to tell the time. The children will be learning to
partition two-digit numbers, to enable them to calculate with bigger numbers.
Our Science topics involve learning about Animals, including Humans, and the Uses of Everyday Materials.
Generally, reading books will be changed twice a week: Monday and Thursday, when the children will be
given two colour banded books, but only one when reading chapter books. However, if needed, books can
also be changed on other days. Reading is the key to all other learning, so it is important to listen to your
child read as often as you are able. Guided Reading will usually take place on a Monday, when the children
will read in small groups to the class teacher, or an assistant. When volunteer helpers are able to return to
school, individual reading will take place each week. On occasions, they will also be heard to read by either
the class teacher, or teaching assistant. If necessary, some children will be given extra support with their
reading, to focus on developing their ability to identify the sounds within words.
To allow the children time to settle back into the school routines, there will be no spelling homework during
the next few weeks. In due course, the children will bring their spellings home on a Tuesday in a small blue
book. Please assist your child to practise these words, by encouraging them to ‘Look, Cover, Write and
Check’. Further, try to encourage them to write in cursive script (see attached sheet). This will reinforce
the visual and auditory input into the learning process. There will be a spelling test the following Tuesday.
Spelling Test books will be sent home on Wednesday, so you can see how your child has got on in their test.
Please make sure that the book stays in the book bag, so it is in school for the next test. With regard to
handwriting, the children will be learning to join their letters, with each word leading in from the line.

On a Wednesday, the children will be beginning to learn French during the afternoon with
Mrs Panting, followed by their Games lesson with Mrs Patterson.
Games and PE
As mentioned above, the children will do Games on a Wednesday afternoon. These sessions will be
outside, depending on the weather conditions. (Plimsolls/trainers and warm clothing are needed for games
lessons.) PE will take place on a Friday morning in the hall. For the foreseeable future, the children will be
coming into school wearing their PE clothes on a Wednesday and Friday.
Water
The children can bring in a bottle of water each day, which they can drink at various times throughout the day.
It will be refilled when necessary. Juice, or squash, should not be put in this bottle.
‘Show-and-Tell Session’
This will take place on a Monday. Children can bring in things they have made at home, or information they
have found to support our topic work. Due to the current circumstances, no other items can be brought into
school at the moment.
Finally, if you have any concerns that you would like to discuss at any time, please make contact at the end
of the school day, or ring the office and leave a message with Mrs Hubbard.

Mrs M Brownsey
Robin Class Teacher
15th September 2020

