
Hemblington	Primary	School	
	

A	Primary	Reading	Curriculum	:	Year	3	

Texts	will	be	chosen	to	support	the	children’s	writing	in	English	lessons	and	in	other	subjects	across	the	curriculum.	
	

Year 
Group 

Decoding Fluency and 
Reading 

Behaviours 

Vocabulary (2a) Retrieval (2b) Summarising 
(2c) 

Inference (2d) Predicting (2e) Analysing 
(2f) 

Authorial Intent 
(2g) 

Compare 
(2h)	

 
Year 3 

For pupils who did 
not pass the 
phonic test: 

re-test  
*Year 1/Year 2. 

 
Re-run phonics 
screening and 
identify gaps. 
Repeat phase 5  
if necessary. 

 
Decodes most new 
words outside of 

their spoken 
vocabulary. 

 
Self corrects 
spontaneously. 

 
Apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes 

and suffixes, both 
to read aloud and 
to understand the 

meaning of the 
words they meet. 

 
Read further 

exception words, 
noting the unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound, and 

where these occur 
in the word. 

Self-corrects 
spontaneously 

in order to 
enhance 

expression, 
intonation or  

to reinterpret 
what has been 

said. 
 

Comments on 
the use of 

language using 
terminology 
including: 

alliteration, 
rhythm, rhyme, 

simile. 
 

Sustains silent 
reading most 
of the time. 

Uses knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 

suffixes to read 
unfamiliar words. 

 
Identifies new 
vocabulary and  

sentence structure and 
discusses to develop 

understanding.  
 

Identifies how settings 
are used to create 

atmosphere.  
(e.g. What words and 

phrases in this 
description indicate 

that bad things might 
be about to happen in 

this place?)  
 

Evaluates the 
effectiveness of texts. 
(e.g. Discusses words 

and phrases that 
capture the reader’s 

imagination.) 
 

Deeper Learning 
Explains how 

words/phrases in the 
description are linked to 

create an overall and 
consistent impression on 

the reader.  
(What other words in 
this paragraph tell us 
that he is a sinister 

character?) 
 

Refers back to the 
text for evidence 

and when explaining. 
 

Uses contents page 
and indexes to 

locate, retrieve and 
record information 
from non-fiction 

texts.  
 

Comments on the 
use of language 

using terminology, 
including: 

alliteration, rhythm, 
rhyme and simile. 

 
Deeper learning 
Recognises the  

move from  
general to specific 

information. 

Summarises the 
main ideas from 

the text. 
 

Begins to 
identify themes 

across texts 
(e.g. friendship, 
good and evil, 

bullying). 
 
 
 
 

Suggests reasons 
for events and 

actions. 
 

Infers characters’ 
feelings, motives, 

behaviour and 
relationships  

based on 
descriptions and 
their actions in  

the story. 
 

Identifies with 
characters and 
makes links with 
own experiences 

when making 
judgements about 
the characters’ 

actions. 
 

Justifies their 
views about what 
they have read.  

 
Deeper Learning 

Identifies 
evidence of 
relationship 

between 
characters based 
on dialogue and 

behaviour. 

Predicts what might 
happen from details 

stated and can 
indicate the 

strength/likelihood  
of their prediction 

being correct. 

Recognises the 
move from 
general to 

specific detail. 

Evaluates 
effectiveness  

of texts and can 
discuss 

words/phrases 
that capture the 

reader’s 
imagination. 

Comments on the 
effect of 

scene/setting 
changes.	

	


