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Dear All, 
 

The end of another busy week at Hemblington Primary School. This week it was lovely to see our current Year 5s, 4s 

and Reception children in school, for our final series of ‘Keeping in Touch Days’. Mrs Willrich and Mrs Whittle 

thoroughly enjoyed seeing their Year 5 class and it was a great opportunity for the children to meet Miss Rogers and 

Mrs Pearson who will be joining the school in September and sharing the class, until Mrs Reeves returns from having 

her twins.  

Mrs Meston was joined by Mrs Meny-Gibert, saying their goodbyes to Year 4, who then were able to say hello to Mrs 

Willrich and Mrs Whittle who will be teaching them in September. The children had this to say: 

'I love being back in school' 
 
'I can't wait to be back at school in September!' 
 
Mrs Meston also had her thoughts: 
 
‘It was lovely to see the children catching up and sharing news, in the bright, positive and enthusiastic way that our 
Swallows do.’ 
 

Finally, a week can make such a difference to the weather, Mrs Gibson was able to spend a fun time with her 

Reception class, and they were able to meet Mrs Goodson and Mrs Kemp who after the summer break will be their 

new class teachers. 

     

Mrs Gibson was doubly busy this week, invitations for a ‘Getting in Touch’ session had also gone out to our new 
Reception class. In small groups the children joined Mrs Gibson and were able to meet Miss Collier, after school on 
the school field. For many of the children this was the first time that they had been to the school. Unfortunately, they 
were unable to go into the school, hopefully their visit will make their first day in September a little easier. 
 
On the work front KW2 (Killer Whales) would like to share some of their learning with you. They have had another 
busy week, spending time in their favourite space -  the Environmental Garden. As well as discovering new froglets 
while pond dipping, the children also enjoyed getting muddy like some of the Year 6 pupils the other week, creating 
mud faces on the trees. 
 

   
 



 
Every morning they have completed their daily maths on ‘White Rose’ and continued with their projects on the 
Chromebooks. The children have developed their linguistic skills and learned about family members in German. The 
highlight of which was discovering that ‘Dad’ is known as ‘Vati’ (pronounced fatty). They have also looked at the 
Mayan civilisation and the city of Tikal and created a colourful poster from the information that they had learnt. 
 

 
 

KW1 (The Sharks) class have had another busy week at school. As well as completing their BBC bitesize work, they 
have also had time for environmental art and cooking! 
 

     
 

    
 

The environmental area was decorated with beautiful mud sculptures of woodland characters and the children were 
decorated with smears of mud. 
 
The afternoon science lesson, 'How materials are affected by heat' was actually popcorn making and eating, but the 
children did use a lot of scientific vocabulary, as they munched. 

 
‘Bubble’ 6C, have been working on improving their fitness levels, through different daily physical activities. They have 
kindly shared a picture from their socially distanced hockey game. 
 

 
 
 
Along with their physical exploits, ‘Bubble’ 6C have been learning about what it was like to have lived in the ancient 
Italian city of Pompeii when the volcano Mount Vesuvius erupted, in 79 AD. Trying to put themselves in the position of 
being a citizen living in Pompeii, the children wrote diary entries. 
 
 

The Day Vesuvius Erupted (by Alice) 

I felt cold; a shiver went down my spine.  I anxiously looked up and saw a dark cloud hanging over me. I ran, as fast 

as I could to warn everyone. I got home and told my family to evacuate. I told them that Vesuvius was erupting.  We 

grabbed a few things, as fast as we could.  (I grabbed the cat!)  About half an hour later, we saw ash plummet down 

on Pompeii.  We sat in the boat watching Pompeii being covered, while smoke filled our noses.  The cat was wriggling 

and didn’t understand what was going on.  We rowed away from the cloud of death. 



The Day Vesuvius Erupted (by Isabelle) 

Darkness fell.  Suddenly, I felt cold; I shivered.  There were huge black clouds covering the sky. I could hear crying, 

shouting and screaming. Ash clouds were smashing against the roads. Rocks had fallen, not just on the ground, but 

on people’s houses. At the time, I could smell ash clouds burning on the ground. I could smell smoke and fire. It got 

darker and darker. Eventually, I got scared; I was worried about the people in Pompeii.  

 

I think it is fair to say that home learning has been a massive eye opener, I have even been told that it is like riding on 

a massive rollercoaster, scary, daunting, challenging but with massive highs and exhilarating and magical moments. I 

would just like to say ‘Welcome to the world of teaching!’ I would like to share a photograph and say a big thank you to 

Julie Swift, mother of Billy and Freddie. As you can see they are in their new school uniform. I would also like to 

extend my thanks to all of you who have embraced home learning and kept your child’s learning going in these 

unprecedented times. 

 

Last Friday the teachers sent home your child’s annual school report. I hope you found the report useful and that you 
have had the opportunity to discuss the report with your child and any follow up conversation with their class teacher. 
For me it was especially pleasing to hear about some of the lovely comments that the staff have received. I thought it 
would be nice to share some anonymised quotes with you and the staff: 
 

‘Many thanks for all your help and support for ???, you have both been his favourite school teachers!’ 

‘We have received ???’s school report. I’m pleased he is progressing at school and looking forward to September, but 

will miss the brilliant teachers! Xxx Thank you.’ 

‘All received and super happy.’ 

‘Thank you for ???’s lovely report. So sorry that he has missed so much of his time with you - he has always spoken 

very highly of you and was enjoying his school year very much.’ 

‘Hi wonderful teachers, thank you very much for this report. ??? has had a phenomenal year, and it’s wonderful to see 

how much his confidence and joy of learning has returned. He has very much suited your teaching styles and I really 

feel you have engaged his specific style of learning and the things that make him tick. You are such wonderful 

teachers, and it is such a sadness that he missed the last few months with you.’ 

‘Thank you for all the hard work you have put in - having stepped into your shoes for so many weeks now I have 

nothing but admiration and enormous gratitude for all that you do in the course of your school day!’ 

Personally, I am a firm believer that we can always do things better. With that in mind I am pleased to be able to let 

you know that a number of improvements are being made to the school over the summer holidays. The school will 

become a building site as essential repairs are going to be made to roof -  no more leaky classrooms! The bamboo 

that is growing up through the playground will be removed and the playground repaired. A number of windows are 



being replaced and the fencing along the front of the school is due to be painted, which will make the front of the 

school much more inviting in September.  

Please can I remind you all that, from Wednesday July 22nd,  Hemblington Primary School will be closed for the 

summer.  

With the 6 week school holidays around the corner, we have received details from Norfolk County Council about some 

activities that may be of interest to you: 

If there are any parents/carers looking for childcare for school aged children over the summer holidays please 

signpost them to the Norfolk Community Directory https://communitydirectory.norfolk.gov.uk/. Parents can filter and 

customise their search to look for Holiday Play schemes in their preferred location. They can click on providers’ 

records to view their details and childcare vacancies this summer holiday. The Directory is updated daily by Family 

Information as they receive information from providers about their childcare offer this summer. For further support 

parents can contact Family Information at fis@norfolk.gov.uk  

Norfolk County Council Music Service have asked that we share the following update about projects that may keep 

you busy over the summer: 

Just Sing is a brand new project with new resources released each week over the summer for families to engage with. 
https://www.norfolkmusichub.org.uk/site/just-sing/ 
  
Summer School Workshops 
Norfolk Music Hub are delighted to be offering free online workshops over the summer. These have already proved 
very popular with young people from across the county signing up. 
https://www.norfolkmusichub.org.uk/site/summer-school-workshops/ 
 
 

This will be my final Newsletter as we are fast approaching the end of term. I qualified as a teacher 30 years ago and I 

can honestly say that the summer term 2020 has been the strangest, most challenging time that I have experienced 

working in the education profession. What I have witnessed at Hemblington has been a real sense of our community, 

pulling together. I do firmly believe that we have to be open and honest with our communication. At times, it certainly 

has not been easy. I have to remind myself and I have certainly said it to some of you ‘We’re in it together!’ I would 

like to thank you all for your tolerance and understanding, difficult decisions have had to be made and unfortunately 

we cannot please everyone.  

Out of every disaster we have to draw upon the positives. For me the focus on improved personal hygiene, regular 
hand washing and our enhanced cleaning regime can only be a good thing. Hopefully this will have a positive impact 
on reducing some our more traditional winter ailments. 
 
This week, I have been working with Miss Collier putting together a new Covid-19 Risk Assessment, for the reopening 
of Hemblington Primary School to pupils in September. This is an extremely comprehensive document which we will 
share with you next week, after it has been approved by the governing body.  
 
Next Friday, Miss Collier your new Headteacher, who takes up her position in September will be writing to you 
outlining the arrangements for your children when they return to school in September. 
 
I would like you all to know that I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Hemblington Primary School, getting to know 
(some) of the pupils, you the parents, the staff, governors and “Friends”. I have been really impressed by the Team 
that you have working at Hemblington. A team that genuinely wants the very best for your children.  
 
I can honestly tell you that Tuesday will be a sad day for me, when I come to say my farewells. Moving forward I can 
say, that on a weekly basis I will certainly be catching up on your weekly newsletter. 
 
We are saying good bye for now (but not farewell!) to Mrs Reeves and Mr Shingles our new parents to be. We wish 
you both well as you start out on your new journey of parenthood. We look forward to hearing your good news, those 
sleepless nights and seeing the lovely photographs. 
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On farewells, we will be saying a sad farewell to Mrs Meny-Gibert, who joined the school in January 2006 having 
previously been teaching in Brunei. After teaching at Hemblington Primary School for 14½ years, she is moving on to 
retirement. We would all like to thank Mrs Meny-Gibert for all her enthusiasm, hard work, challenging her pupils to do 
their very best, bringing real life learning experiences into her class, along with her many different costumes and for 
making the learning fun! We wish both you and your husband well, enjoy your garden and when you get to Germany 
enjoy seeing your granddaughter for the first time! 
 
 

     
 
  
It has been a real pleasure getting to know your children over the last half-term and seeing their work ethic and how 
they interact with the staff and each other. I would personally like to wish your children every success for their future. 
To those of you who will be attending Hemblington Primary School in September and the Year 6 pupils who will be 
moving onto their new High School. A massive good luck!  
 
I would also like to say a huge thank you, to all the staff, who want nothing but the very best for your children. Thank 
you to the governors, especially Paul Tacon, your Chair of Governors, a true critical friend, who gives so freely of his 
time, often coming into school on his days off. Thank you, to you the parents/carers for your support and 
understanding and a special thank you to the wonderful ‘Friends’ for the amazing fund raising and support that you 
have given throughout the year. 
 
Have a wonderful summer break, continue to stay safe and make some fantastic memories for the future. 
 
Best wishes, 
   
Ian Winter 
Executive Leader Hemblington Primary School 
 

 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 


