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Animal of the Month 
On 20th May, it was World Bee Day! 
This event happened at the same time 
as there was news that the shrill 
carder bee has made a comeback in 
the UK. So this month we salute the 
terrific teamwork of bees! 

Causing a Buzz!

Note from the Editor

Dear Reader, 
It’s summer! We hope you’ve been enjoying the sunshine wherever you are, either in your 
garden or as you go for your daily exercise. 

It’s been another unusual month and it’s OK to find it strange or even upsetting. Remember, 
talking to a trusted adult can help.  

While the news can seem scary, it’s important to remember that there have also been lots 
of positive things happening as well! From animal recoveries to exciting space discoveries, 
there has been plenty of exciting news from across the world. 

This past month, many people took the time to remember VE Day (when the Second World 
War ended in Europe). People remembered the day in lots of different ways, such as putting 
flags in their windows. 

This month’s magazine is full of stories of how people have been helping animals, supporting 
each other and learning new things. Check out our story about Captain Tom getting a 
knighthood, a record-breaking 11-year-old skater and the amazing recovery of a rare bee. 

We also have lots of challenges and activities inside. We hope you enjoy it! 

Editor
Jon
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The Royal Mint has created special coins to 
mark VE Day this year. It marked the 75th 
anniversary of the end of the Second World 
War in Europe. 

The special £2 coins have a cheering crowd 
on them, rays of light around the edge and 
the word ‘victory’ across the middle.

The coins cost from £10 up to £1055. A 
donation from each sale will go to support 
the Imperial War Museum. 

At 11 a.m., there was be a two-minute 
silence to commemorate VE Day. At 9 p.m., 
The Queen gave a speech on TV. This was the 
exact time that her father, King George VI, 
gave a speech on VE Day, 75 years ago. 

What is VE Day?
On 8th May 1945, at 3 p.m., the prime 

minister, Winston Churchill, made an 
announcement on the radio. In his speech, he 
let people know that, although the war was 
continuing in other parts of the world, it had 
ended in Europe. 

Upon hearing the news, people held big 

parties to celebrate. The Royal Family also 
joined in the celebration. 

However, it was also a day of great 
sadness as people remembered those who 
had died. 

Every year, on 8th May, people mark VE 
Day and also remember and show respect for 
those who lost their lives.

Photo sourced: City of Toronto Archives Fonds 1266, Item 96241VE Day

75th Anniversary of VE Day Today

Glossary

anniversary The date that something 
happened in previous 
years.

rays Lines or beams of light. 

commemorate Remember and show 
respect for something.

announcement A formal public 
statement about an 
event.

What was the Second World War?

• The Second World War was a global 
conflict that lasted from 1939-1945.

• It was the largest war in history and 
cost the lives of between 40 to 60 
million people.

Photo: VE Day celebrations in 1945.

VE Day VE Day 
CoinCoin

8th May 2020
History    UK News  
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VE Day Thoughts
Victory in Europe Day – or VE Day – is rem

em
bered on 8th M

ay. It w
as the day w

hen the end of the Second W
orld W

ar in  
Europe is celebrated.

twinkl.com

W
hat is rem

em
bered on VE Day?

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

                                                                      

W
hy do you think it is im

portant to  
celebrate and recognise VE Day?

How
 do you think VE Day should  

be celebrated?
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We have all been taught about what plants 
need in order to grow. What do they need to 
glow, though? 

Glowing plants and trees are a common 
sight in films and video games. But, could we 
be seeing them more often in people’s homes?

Scientists think they have found a way to 
grow plants that glow in the dark.

They say that these glowing plants will 
allow them to study how plants respond to 
changes in their “environmental conditions”.

This was observed when the scientists 
placed a banana skin near one of the plants.  
They noticed that the plant glowed more 
brightly. 

Glowing plants could also help scientists 
to find out more about how plants react to 
different problems, such as root damage.

You may now be imagining all the 
glowing plants that you would like to see. 
Would you like a Christmas tree that could 

glow in the dark? You’ll need to be patient 
as you won’t be able to buy these glowing 
plants for some time.

Interestingly, the researchers also wrote 
that, with further study, “luminescence could 
also be enabled in animals”. 

Who knows what the team of scientists 
will do next?

Scientists Grow Plants that Glow

Glossary

common Something ordinary or 
often seen.

environmental The surroundings or 
conditions in which a 
thing lives.

observed Noticed, spotted or seen.

patient To be calm when 
something takes a long 
time.

What is bioluminescence?

• Bioluminescence is when living things 
give off their own light.

• Fireflies, glow-worms, anglerfish 
and many types of mushroom are 
bioluminescent. 

Illustration: Scientists created a glowing plant. 

Glowing Glowing 
GreenGreen

Science   World News  
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As scientists develop plants that can glow, should this 
be something that becomes more common? Most plants 
do not naturally glow in the dark. Is it right to do 
something to a living thing that isn’t natural? Or is it  
more important for us to learn about plants?

Let’s Let’s 
   Debate!   Debate! Should We Grow Plants that Glow?

TheTheQuestionQuestion

This could be really important. It’s not about making 
something look pretty but helping scientists learn 
more about plants. It could help them see how plants 
deal with different problems.

Yes!

No, we shouldn’t make plants glow in the dark. It’s 
important to respect nature and glowing plants aren’t 
natural. We should learn more about the natural 
world but not just because we want a glow-in-the-
dark plant.   

No!

What do you think? Write your opinion underneath!
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Thanks to the hard work of volunteers 
in Somerset, there have been more shrill 
carder bees buzzing around.

Shrill carder bees are named for their 
high-pitched buzzing sound. Like other bees, 
they play an important role in pollinating 
crops and other plants.

However, according to the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust, “In the last 80 years, our 
bumblebee populations have crashed.” 

One of the reasons for the decrease in bee 
numbers is that around nine-tenths of the 
country’s grasslands have been lost.

Wildflower meadows are important 
habitats for bees. This is why people at 
The National Trust’s Lytes Cary Manor, in 
Somerset, have worked hard to create flower-
rich habitats for bees to thrive in.

The volunteers are proud of their work. 
John Butler, a volunteer, said, “It has been a 
fantastic project to be involved with. I really 
hope this work will inspire others to play 
their part.”

World Bee Day
World Bee Day was on 20th May. It is 

an annual event to teach people about the 
need for more habitats for bees and other 
pollinators. 

This date was chosen because it celebrates 
the birthday of Anton Janša. He was famous 
for being a bee expert. 

In one of his books about bees, he wrote 
that out of all the animals on earth, “there 
are none so hardworking and useful”.

Rare Bee Species Makes Comeback!

Glossary

conservation Saving and protecting the 
environment.

meadows Fields which have grass 
and flowers growing in 
them.

thrive Develop or grow healthily 
and well.

annual Happens every year.

What are pollinators?

• Animals like bees and butterflies, 
which carry pollen from one flower to 
another, are called pollinators.

• It is because of pollination that crops 
and fruit plants are able to make the 
food we eat.

Illustration: A shrill carder bee. 

Un-bee-Un-bee-
lievable!lievable!

5th May 2020
Animals   UK News  
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Earth Day Save the Bees Activity
It is estimated that a third of all the food we eat each day comes as a result of pollination from 
bees and other insects. Pollination is when pollen from flowering plants is taken to other plants 
so that seeds (and therefore new plants) can grow. For many different 
reasons, around one in ten of Europe’s native bee population is in 
danger of extinction.

Activity One – Use the Internet and books to discover why bee 
numbers have decreased.

Activity Two – Design a bee-friendly garden. Research which 
plants are good for attracting bees. In the space below, design 
a bird’s-eye view of a bee-friendly garden. Try to use a mixture 
of trees, flowering plants, herbs and fruit plants.

visit twinkl.comPage 9 of 20
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Have you ever dreamed of breaking a 
world record? Well, one boy in Brazil has just 
skated into the record books. 

Gui Khury has become the first person 
ever to land a 1080 trick on a vert ramp 
at just 11 years old. That is an incredible 
three full rotations of the board in the air 
before landing. 

Bored and with a lot of time at home, Gui 
needed a challenge. Luckily, his grandmother 
has her own skatepark! This allowed him to 
practise catching air. 

He was filmed completing the trick by 
his parents, who then posted the video on 
social media.

 Gui commented on the video, “1080!!! 
I have no words to explain what just 
happened.”

This is not Gui’s first skating record. He 
was already the youngest person to have 
completed a 900-degree turn on a vert ramp. 
He managed that at just eight years old! 

Gui was inspired to start breaking records 

by one of his heroes: Tony Hawk. In 1999, 
Hawk completed the first-ever 900-degree 
turn on a vert ramp.

So, what is next for this record-breaking 
skater? Well, he has already said he is going 
to try to complete a 1260 on a vert ramp. 

This is three and a half rotations in the 
air!  He also has ambitions to get into the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2021, where there will be 
a skating competition.

11-Year-Old Breaks Skating Record

Glossary

rotation Turning in a circle. 

vert ramp A large piece of equipment 
in the shape of U used in 
skateboarding. 

catching air The amount of time a 
skater stays in the air.

inspired To be encouraged 
by someone else’s 
achievements. 

How did skateboarding begin? 

• Skateboarding began in the late
1950s in california and used to be
called sidewalk surfing.

• They were originally just simple
wooden boards with roller skates
attached to the bottom.

Illustration: A skater completing a 1080. 
Record RollRecord Roll

15th May 2020
Sport    World News 
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Questions
1. Who is one of Gui’s heroes?

2. Gui likes a challenge. What evidence can you find in the final paragraph to support this?

3. 'Luckily, his grandmother has her own skate park!' This suggests that...

  She doesn’t like skating. 
  She is encouraging Gui to skate. 
  She lives near a skatepark. 
  Skateboarding is a usual hobby for old ladies. 

4. Tick each statement to show whether it is a fact or an opinion.
Fact Opinion 

Gui’s grandmother is cool.
Gui is the youngest person to have achieved a 900 on a vert.
Tony Hawks is inspirational.
Tony Hawks was the first person to achieve a 900 on a vert.

5. ‘1080!!! I have no words to explain what just happened.’ Why do you think Gui used three
exclamation marks in his comment?

6. Summarise the key information in this article using 20 words or fewer.

Record Roll

visit twinkl.com
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Can seeds that have travelled through 
space be grown?  Well, scientists and school 
children have teamed up to find out! 

One million seeds of rocket were rocketed 
into space and spent six months on the 
International Space station (ISS). 

Dr Jake Chandler, a scientist  involved in 
the project, said that sending seeds to space 
was crucial to ‘‘growing plants that support 
human exploration of space, Mars and other 
worlds.’’ 

When the seeds were returned to Earth, 
some were given to school children to grow. 

The children carefully watched the results. 
To keep it a fair test they were also given 
seeds that did not go into space. 

The results varied from school to school, 
but, generally, the space seeds grew less well. 

Scientists think this could be for several 
reasons. When the seeds were on board the 
ISS, they absorbed 100 times more radiation 
than the ones on Earth. 

They might also have been affected by the 
vibrations of the rocket. Either or both of 
these things could have affected the seeds, 

and therefore the growth of the plants, once 
they were back on Earth. 

Although the space seeds did not grow as 
well as those which never went into space, it 
is still good news. This is because, despite all 
they had been through, the plants were still 
able to grow. 

Dr Jake Chandler thinks that because the 
seeds survived, ‘‘eating home-grown salad on 
Mars may be one small step closer.’’

Who knows what will be on an astronauts 
menu next?

Children Grow Seeds From Space 

Glossary

rocket A lettuce leaf often used in 
salads.

fair test  A test which changes one 
variable. 

varied Different.

radiation Energy that moves from one 
place to another, such as 
cosmic rays. 

What is the ISS? 

• The International Space Station 
(ISS) is a large spacecraft that orbits 
around the Earth. It travels at more 
than 17 000mph.

• Astronauts live onboard and use it 
as a special laboratory to investigate 
more about space. 

Photo: International Space Station. 

Rocket Rocket 
RocketRocket

18th May 2020
Science    UK News   
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Scientists have discovered four new species 
of scale worms. The deep-sea creatures are 
also called glitter worms because of their 
shiny scales.

A team of scientists from France and the 
USA found the new species living in the 
Pacific Ocean.

One of the new species has even been 
called the Elvis scale worm. It gets its name 
from the singer Elvis Presley, who was 
famous for his bright outfits. This scale 
worm’s scales reminded the team of one of 
these outfits. 

So, what do we know about scale worms? 
The scientific name for scale worms is 
Peinaleopolynoe. It means ‘hungry scale 
worm’ in Greek. 

They’re called this because scale worms 
are found close to their food. Scale worms 
feed on the bodies of dead creatures, such 
as whales.

The bright colour of their scales 
remains a mystery to scientists as they 
don’t understand why these creatures 
evolved them.

While they may look cute, their behaviour 
towards other scale worms can be less than 
friendly. Scientists say that some of their 
scales were damaged due to fighting.

 Scale worms survive in harsh 
environments. They’re found in areas under 
the sea where there is very little oxygen.

Animals need oxygen to breathe, but 
a scale worm’s gills help it to live in 
these habitats. One of the glitter worms 
was even found living near a vent of an 
underwater volcano.

Four Scale Worm Species Found

Glossary

species Living things that are similar 
and can have young.

evolved How animals change over a 
long time.

gills An organ that sea creatures 
have that helps them to 
breathe. 

vent A gap that allows air or a gas 
to pass out. 

What are glitter worms?

• Four new species of scale worm have 
been found in the Pacific Ocean.

• They are called glitter worms because 
of their bright scales.

Illustration: Four new species of glitter worm have 
been discovered.

Glitter Glitter 
WormsWorms

22nd May 2020
Animals   World News  
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Captain Tom, the 100-year-old Second 
World War veteran, is to receive a 
knighthood for his fundraising for the 
NHS. The Queen said that he would get the 
honour on Tuesday. Once he is knighted he 
will be known as Captain Sir Tom Moore.

Captain Tom said in a message on social 
media, “I am absolutely overwhelmed. Never 
for one moment could I have imagined I 
would be awarded with such a great honour.”

Members of the royal family have praised 
Captain Tom. Prince William and Catherine, 
Duchess of Cambridge, said he was a “one-
man fundraising machine”.  

But what is a knighthood? A knighthood 
is given by The Queen to people who have 
made exceptional contributions to society. 

During a special ceremony, The Queen 
touches the shoulders of a person with a 
sword. After being knighted, the titles ‘Sir’ 
and ‘Dame’ may be used. 

Famous knights and dames include Sir 
Andy Murray, a tennis player, and Dame 
Emma Thompson, an actor and creator of 
Nanny McPhee. 

Captain Tom first became famous when 
he completed 100 laps of his garden to raise 
money for the NHS Charities Together. He 
wanted to finish the challenge before his 
100th birthday.

Captain Tom wanted to show support for 
NHS workers as they help those affected by 
COVID-19. 

At first, Captain Tom set himself the 
target of raising £1000. However, he inspired 
so many people that this target was soon 
overtaken! He has now raised almost £33 
million for NHS Charities Together.  

Captain Tom Moore to Be Knighted

Glossary

veteran An ex-member of the 
armed forces.

fundraising Raise money for charity.

NHS The National Health Service 
is responsible for healthcare 
in the UK.

honour A special title that people 
receive, such as ‘Sir’. 

What is a knighthood?

• A knighthood is a special honour 
given to people by The Queen. 

• After being knighted, the titles ‘Sir’ 
and ‘Dame’ may be used. 

Illustration: Captain Tom Moore will be knighted.

Captain Captain 
Tom Tom 
KnighthoodKnighthood

21st May 2020
Special Report   UK News  
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Answer Pages Answers
1. Who is one of Gui’s heroes?

Tony Hawk

2. Gui likes a challenge. What evidence can you find in the final paragraph to support this? 
Accept an answer which is supported by evidence from the story. He wants to compete 
in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics.

3. 'Luckily, his grandmother has her own skate park!' This suggests that...

  She doesn’t like skating. 
  She is encouraging Gui to skate. 
  She lives near a skatepark. 
  Skateboarding is a usual hobby for old ladies. 

4. Tick each statement to show whether it is a fact or an opinion.
Fact Opinion 

Gui’s grandmother is cool. ✓

Gui is the youngest person to have achieved a 900 on a vert. ✓

Tony Hawks is inspirational. ✓

Tony Hawks was the first person to achieve a 900 on a vert. ✓

5. ‘1080!!! I have no words to explain what just happened.’ Why do you think Gui used three 
exclamation marks in his comment?
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to: his excitement; his happiness; his shock at 
managing the trick; being surprised; being proud of himself.

6. Summarise the key information in this article using 20 words or fewer.
Accept any reasonable answer that is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Gui is the youngest person 
to have completed a 1080 on a vert at just 11 years old.

Record Roll
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Answers
1. Who is one of Gui’s heroes?

Tony Hawk

2. Gui likes a challenge. What evidence can you find in the final paragraph to support this? 
Accept an answer which is supported by evidence from the story. He wants to compete 
in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics.

3. 'Luckily, his grandmother has her own skate park!' This suggests that...

  She doesn’t like skating. 
  She is encouraging Gui to skate. 
  She lives near a skatepark. 
  Skateboarding is a usual hobby for old ladies. 

4. Tick each statement to show whether it is a fact or an opinion.
Fact Opinion 

Gui’s grandmother is cool. ✓

Gui is the youngest person to have achieved a 900 on a vert. ✓

Tony Hawks is inspirational. ✓

Tony Hawks was the first person to achieve a 900 on a vert. ✓

5. ‘1080!!! I have no words to explain what just happened.’ Why do you think Gui used three 
exclamation marks in his comment?
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to: his excitement; his happiness; his shock at 
managing the trick; being surprised; being proud of himself.

6. Summarise the key information in this article using 20 words or fewer.
Accept any reasonable answer that is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Gui is the youngest person 
to have completed a 1080 on a vert at just 11 years old.

Record Roll
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Not every news story you see shared online can be trusted! Look at these news stories – one 
is completely made up! Can you spot the fake news story? Can you tell your fact from your 
fiction – your news from your nonsense? 

Think about it carefully, which news story can’t be trusted?

Did you spot it? 
Why do you think 
that news story 
can’t be trusted?

Fake NewsFake News
QuizQuiz
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