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Ivan’s Shock Return
Dmitry’s Shame as Truth Revealed at Ivan’s Homecoming

Celebration turned to shock and outrage 

yesterday when Ivan, aged 18, returned 

to the kingdom after many days away. 

Prior to Ivan’s return, the Royal 

Family had been celebrating                    

and                                       ’s success 

in bringing home two magnificent 

creatures,                               and                         

                               

They had also returned with the 

beautiful                   and there had 

been speculation around the kingdom 

that she might  

 

Of the creatures the brothers brought to 

the palace, Tsar                            is said 

to be especially keen on the  

 

Reporting by Ivor Talent

The happy couple, Prince Ivan and 
Princess Helena, are now looking forward 
to  

Last night, when the family were feasting 
at a glorious banquet, Ivan returned and 
it was then                             who told 
everyone the truth that  

 

Eyewitnesses said that Ivan looked  

 

Tsar Vislav  

(Now write your own conclusion.)  

 

 

 

DAILY ORCHARD
14th October 1643

Write All about It
Part A
Fill in the gaps in this part of the newspaper report to show you have understood the story. 
Check details in the text.
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Part B
Complete these quotations which might appear in a newspaper report about Ivan’s homecoming. 
Use your own words to decide what these characters would say to the press but use your 
understanding of the text to inform your choices. 

1.  Tsar Vislav, aged 56, was horrified when he found out what Dmitry had done. He told 
our reporter, “ ”

2.  Many people had noticed a change in Vasily since he returned to the kingdom. One member 
of staff from the palace kitchens, who did not want to be named, told our paper, “ 
 ”

3.  We asked Princess Helena how she felt when she saw Ivan alive. She said, “ 
 ”

4.  Prince Ivan claims that he was brought back from the dead by a wolf. He explained to 
our reporter, “ ”

5.  Dmitry and Vasily are now in the dungeon. Dmitry told The Daily Orchard, “ 
 ”

6.  Vasily was reluctant to be interviewed in the dungeon but he did eventually share a few 
words with our reporter. He said, “ 
 ”

7.  Prince Ivan has been heard to attribute his success and his life to a large grey wolf. He told 
our paper, “ ”

8.  Erik the gardener explained to our reporter what has now happened to the firebird and to 
the horse with the golden mane. He said, “ 
 ”

Make up your own quotation that might appear in a newspaper report recounting events at the 
end of the story.

 

Write All about It

Write questions you would like to ask Tsar Vislav if you were a reporter writing about Ivan’s 
homecoming.

 

 

Challenge Task
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Ivan’s Shock Return
Dmitry’s Shame as Truth Revealed at Ivan’s Homecoming

Celebration turned to shock and outrage 

yesterday when Ivan, aged 18, returned 

to the kingdom after many days away. 

Prior to Ivan’s return, the Royal Family 

had been celebrating Dmitry and Vasily’s 

success in bringing home two magnificent 

creatures, the firebird and the house with 

the golden mane.

They had also returned with the beautiful 

Princess Helena and there had been 

speculation around the kingdom that she 

might marry one of the princes.

Of the creatures the brothers brought 

to the palace, Tsar Vislav is said to be 

especially keen on the horse with the 

golden mane.

Reporting by Ivor Talent

The happy couple, Prince Ivan and Princess 
Helena, are now looking forward to their 
wedding day and living happily together.

Last night, when the family were feasting 
at a glorious banquet, Ivan returned and it 
was then Princess Helena who told everyone 
the truth that it had in fact been Ivan who 
had acquired the fabulous creatures and that 
Dmitry had stabbed Ivan and left him for dead.

Eyewitnesses said that Ivan looked happy 
yet very weak. 

Tsar Vislav threw Dmitry and Vasily into the 
dungeon and was deeply saddened to have to 
do this. He told our reporter, “My joy at having 
Ivan back home and the firebird captured has 
been spoilt by the actions of my eldest sons. 
I am still struggling to come to terms with 
what has happened.”

DAILY ORCHARD
14th October 1643

Write All about It Answers
Example Answers 

Part A
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Write All about It Answers
Example Answers 

Part B
1. Tsar Vislav, aged 56, was horrified when he found out what Dmitry had done. He told our reporter, 

“I know Dmitry hasn’t been the most reliable prince ever but I am shocked that he is capable of murder.”
2. Many people had noticed a change in Vasily since he returned to the kingdom. One member of staff 

from the palace kitchens, who did not want to be named, told our paper, “He has looked pale since 
he got back and he has been eating very little from his plates at mealtimes.”

3. We asked Princess Helena how she felt when she saw Ivan alive. She said, “I really thought Ivan was 
dead. I was overjoyed to see him again.”

4.  Prince Ivan claims that he was brought back from the dead by a wolf. He explained to our reporter, 
“The first thing I felt was water on my cheeks and then I saw the wolf’s face. It turns out his tears 
contain the elixir of life. I cannot believe that I was brought back to life by the wolf. I owe him so much.”

5.  Dmitry and Vasily are now in the dungeon. Dmitry told The Daily Orchard, “I shouldn’t have done it. 
However, in my opinion, Ivan should have given me the chance to bring home the firebird first. I am the 
oldest after all. I hope my father comes to his senses soon and lets us out of this disgusting place.”

6.  Vasily was reluctant to be interviewed in the dungeon but he did eventually share a few words with 
our reporter. He said, “I would have stopped Dmitry if I had had the chance.”

7. Prince Ivan has been heard to attribute his success and his life to a large grey wolf. He told our 
paper, “As well as bringing me back to life, the wolf also helped me on my quest. Without him, I would 
not have found the firebird, the horse with the golden mane or, in fact, Princess Helena.”

8.  Erik the gardener explained to our reporter what has now happened to the firebird and to the horse 
with the golden mane. He said, “Ivan and Helena have decided to set the firebird free and the horse is 
now in the tsar’s stables.”

Example answer: Tsar Vislav’s Chief Guard told us, “Ivan should be applauded for his excellent job in bringing 
back the firebird and the horse with the golden mane.”

Example answers: 

Did you realise Ivan had gone missing?

Do you think Vasily should receive the same punishment as Dmitry?

Challenge Task


