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Using Commas
Part A
You can use commas:

•  to separate items in a list;

•  to separate extra information in a sentence;

•  between clauses;

•  when using direct speech;

•  after fronted adverbials.

Insert the missing commas in the following sentences:

1.  “You have been a good friend to me” said the wolf.

2.  Ivan said “You have been a great friend.”

3. 	Vasily	can	play	the	flute	the	guitar	and	the	harp.

4. 	The	firebird	enjoys	singing	eating	and	flying.

5. 	Without	hesitation	Ivan	jumped	onto	the	wolf’s	back.

6.  Suddenly a wolf appeared in the forest.

7. 	Although	Ivan	enjoyed	his	adventure	he	was	glad	to	be	heading	home.

8. Would	you	like	to	rest	awhile	here	Princess	Helena?

9.  Whenever Ivan needed help the wolf was there to help him.

10. 	“Thank	you	for	all	your	help”	Ivan	said	to	the	wolf.

Write your own sentence which uses a comma in one of the ways above.
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Part B
Write	 a	 paragraph	 based	 on	 the	 story	 of	 ‘Firebird’	 to	 show	 you	 can	 use	 commas	 in	 the	
following ways:

1.  before closing speech

2.  to introduce speech

3.  after a fronted adverbial

4.  to separate clauses

5.  in a list

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using Commas

Write	a	sentence	where	the	meaning	of	the	sentence	is	changed	when	a	comma	is	added,	e.g.	Let’s	
play	Wolf.	Let’s	play,	Wolf.				

 

Challenge Task
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Using Commas Answers
Part A
1. “You have been a good friend to me,” said the wolf.

2. Ivan said, “You have been a great friend.”

3. Vasily can play the flute, the guitar and the harp.

4. The firebird enjoys singing, eating and flying.

5. Without hesitation, Ivan jumped onto the wolf’s back.

6. Suddenly, a wolf appeared in the forest.

7. Although Ivan enjoyed his adventure, he was glad to be heading home.

8. Would you like to rest awhile here, Princess Helena?

9. Whenever Ivan needed help, the wolf was there to help him.

10. “Thank you for all your help,” Ivan said to the wolf.

Part B
Children’s	own	paragraphs,	using	commas	correctly,	such	as:
“Will my brothers ever leave the dungeon?” Ivan asked his father one day. Slowly and thoughtfully, the tsar 
stroked his chin and gazed at Ivan with pained eyes. “I don’t know,” he replied. “The dungeon is cold, dark, 
smelly and disgusting and I think of them all the time in there but what they did was unforgivable.”

“Despite their crimes, maybe we should forgive them,” suggested young Ivan. 

Tsar Vislav smiled, “Maybe we could… maybe.”

Example answer: 

Can you eat Billy?

Can you eat, Billy?

Challenge Task


