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Tsar Dolmat 
Part A
Answer these questions about Tsar Dolmat, using evidence from the text.

1. 	What	does	Ivan	attempt	to	steal	from	Tsar	Dolmat?

 

2. 	How	does	Tsar	Dolmat	speak	to	Ivan	when	he	is	caught	stealing?

 

3. 	How	does	Tsar	Dolmat	make	Ivan	feel	at	this	point	in	the	story?

 

4. 	What	does	Tsar	Dolmat	say	that	he	should	do	with	Ivan	to	punish	him	for	stealing 
his	firebird?

 

5. 	What	does	Tsar	Dolmat	ask	Ivan	to	bring	to	him?

  

6. 	What	does	Ivan	bring	to	Tsar	Dolmat	instead	of	the	horse	with	the	golden	mane?

  

7. 	When	does	the	wolf	change	back	from	being	a	horse	to	being	a	wolf?

 

8. 	What	happened	to	Tsar	Dolmat	when	the	wolf	changed	back	from	a	horse	to	a	wolf?

 

9. 	What	do	you	think	Tsar	Dolmat	said	to	the	first	person	he	saw	after	he	got	up	 
from	the	ground?	
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Part B
Write	a	diary	entry	from	the	point	of	view	of	Tsar	Dolmat	for	the	day	he	receives	and	then	later	
abruptly	loses	the	horse	with	the	golden	mane.	This	sheet	will	help	you	with	some	ideas.	

Remember	to	use	the	first	person	and	the	past	tense.

E.g.	What	an	eventful	twelve	hours	I	have	had!	I	was	so	delighted	when	Ivan	arrived	at	my	
palace	with	the	beautiful	horse	with	the	golden	mane.

Include the date and time. (He might be writing in the middle of the night after the horse has 
escaped	or	the	next	morning.)

Yesterday	was	a…	day.

It	all	started	well	because	Ivan,…,	arrived	at	my	kingdom	with…

I	gazed	at	the	horse.	It	was…

I	felt…

I	said	to	Ivan…

I	have	been	waiting	for…	to	have	this…

Ivan	seemed	a	little…

There	is	nothing	I	like	more	around	midnight	than	to…

The	night	was…

I	headed	for	the	forest	with	my	horse.	The	forest	was…

I’ll	describe	what	happened	to	me	at	midnight…

I	felt…

Now	I	feel…

I	am	going	to…

Tsar Dolmat 

Helpful words: 
gorgeous,	magnificent,	sparkling,	awe-inspiring,	grateful,	overjoyed,	delighted,	suspicious,	
quiet,	uneasy,	canter,	ride,	darkness,	gloomy,	deserted,	peaceful,	cloudless	night,	beautiful	
stars, moonlight, sudden movement, thrown, distressed, disorientated, alarmed, dazed, 
angry,	track	down	the	horse
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Now	write	a	diary	entry	written	by	the	wolf	for	the	same	period	of	time	(from	when	the	wolf	is	
presented	to	Tsar	Dolmat	until	when	he	escapes).

Helpful words:	fooled,	pleased,	nervous,	anxious,	uncomfortable,	heavy,	exhausting,	concerned,	
escaped,	swiftly	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge Task
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Tsar Dolmat Answers
Example	answers:

Part A
1. Ivan tried to steal the firebird from Tsar Dolmat.
2. Tsar Dolmat speaks softly and calmly.
3. Tsar Dolmat makes Ivan feel uneasy.
4. Tsar Dolmat says that he should throw Ivan into the dungeon.
5. He asks him to bring him the horse with the golden mane.
6. He brings him the wolf, who has changed form so that he resembles the horse with the golden mane.
7. He changes when the clock strikes midnight when Tsar Dolmat is out for a midnight horse ride.
8. Tsar Dolmat was thrown to the ground.
9. I think he might have said, “You won’t believe what just happened to me! My precious horse has gone!”

Part B
19th May, 6 a.m.

Yesterday was a dramatic day. I can hardly believe what happened to me. I keep replaying everything 
in my head to try to make sense of things. 

It all started well because Ivan, whom I had sent on a mission, arrived at my kingdom with the 
gorgeous horse with the golden mane. I gazed at the horse. It was just as magnificent as I had hoped 
it would be. I felt elated to have such a beautiful beast in my kingdom. I told Ivan how very grateful 
I was to him and that he had earned his freedom by bringing the horse to me. I have been waiting 
for decades now to own this exquisite horse. Ivan seemed a little flustered but I thought nothing of it. 
After all, he had stolen from me so I presumed he still felt ashamed about that. He said his goodbyes 
and went on his way.

After a delicious evening meal, I gazed upon the glorious horse for some time and then, even though 
it was late, I decided to go out on my own for a ride on the horse. I headed for the forest with my 
horse. The forest was dark and gloomy as usual. I think it was at about midnight that I found I was 
suddenly thrown from my horse. I landed on the ground and was terribly hurt. I suffered bruises and 
cuts all over my body. I felt totally disorientated and as I looked up, I noticed that something was 
running away at great speed. The strange thing was that it didn’t look like it was a horse that was 
running away. It looked larger and it looked like it was grey. I don’t know. Maybe I suffered a head 
injury. I made my way back to the palace and was looked after by my staff. Now I feel completely 
puzzled and a little worried that I just can’t remember what happened. I am fearful that something 
has happened to the horse with the golden mane and that I will never see it again. 
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Example	answer:	

19th May, 2 a.m.

I am on my way to find Princess Helena and Ivan after doing them a massive favour. Let me tell you about it. 
This is not the first time I have used my magical powers of changing my form to help them out. This time, I 
changed into the horse with the golden mane. Ivan and I travelled to the kingdom of Tsar Dolmat and I was 
presented to him as a horse. He certainly seemed to be convinced by my appearance. He marvelled at my 
beauty and thanked Ivan profusely for bringing me to him. All was going to plan. Ivan made his excuses and 
travelled on his way.

I was getting nervous that I would need to change back into a wolf while I was in full view of everyone and I 
was hoping that Tsar Dolmat would put me in the stables away from everyone. Unfortunately, he decided he 
wanted to go riding on me late at night in the forest. When the clock struck midnight, I had to change back 
into my wolf form. As I transformed, I threw him to the ground and ran as fast as my legs would carry me. I 
can assure you that that is very fast indeed!

I relaxed a little once I was out of sight of the tsar. I hope that he was disorientated by the fall and that he 
did not see a wolf fleeing the scene. I am utterly exhausted now after that sprint. 

Challenge Task


