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Synonyms
Part A
A synonym is a word or phrase which means the same or nearly the same as another word 
or phrase. 

Can you find synonyms to replace words from the story?

Use a thesaurus to find words that would fit well in these sentences from the chapter. Write your 
replacement word above the word you are replacing.

E.g. Why did you try to steal my firebird?

1.  Ivan’s heart was racing as he replied.

2.  Tsar Dolmat stroked his chin slowly.

3.  “My father is Tsar Vislav,” replied young Ivan.

4.  The tsar made Ivan very uneasy. 

5.  Once Ivan was free of the guards’ grasp, he did not look back.

Can you now change more of the words in the sentences above? Write your ideas above the 
words you would like to change.

abduct
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Part B
A synonym is a word or phrase which means the same or nearly the same as another word 
or phrase. 

Can you find synonyms to replace words from the story?

Use a thesaurus to find words that would fit well in these sentences from the chapter. Write your 
replacement words above the word you are replacing.

E.g. He didn’t say anything for a very long time and then finally he spoke very softly. 

1.  I was sent to track down and capture the thief.

2.  “Touched the golden cage,” finished the wolf, shaking his head.

3.  The wolf did not hide his disappointment in Ivan but he agreed to help him in finding  
the horse with the golden mane.

4.  Ivan climbed on the wolf’s back and the pair sped away. 

5.  The horse was easy to find and was willingly led away by Ivan. 

Choose a sentence you would like to rewrite from the chapter and change some of the key 
words, using a thesaurus to find effective synonyms.

 

 

Challenge Task

Synonyms

eventually gently



English | Year 5 | Guided Reading | Firebird | Activity 3 of 5

Synonyms Answers

The wolf despaired at what a foolish and impetuous youth the prince had been. 
Challenge Task

Part A
1. Ivan’s heart was galloping as he replied.

2. Tsar Dolmat stroked his chin unhurriedly.

3. “My father is Tsar Vislav,” responded young Ivan.

4. The tsar made Ivan very uncomfortable. 

5. Once Ivan was free of the guards’ clench, he did not look back.

Part B
1. I was sent to track down and imprison the burglar.

2. “Grabbed the golden cage,” finished the wolf, swaying his head.

3. The wolf did not hide his disappointment in Ivan but he consented to support him in finding the horse 
with the golden mane.

4. Ivan clambered on the wolf’s back and the couple flew away. 

5. The horse was simple to find and was eagerly directed away by Ivan. 


