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Direct Speech
Part A
Remember the rules for using inverted commas when writing direct speech.

Beginning and End: Keep your inverted commas at the beginning and end of words being spoken.

New Speaker, New Line: Start a new line whenever someone new speaks.

Capital Letter: Begin what is spoken with a capital letter.

Commas: Remember to use commas to introduce the quotation and at the end of direct speech 
if there is no other relevant punctuation there.

E.g.  “The firebird is magnificent,” said Ivan.

 “It is indeed a beautiful bird,” agreed the wolf.

 Ivan said, “I have never seen such a stunning creature.”

Mark in the missing punctuation in the following sentences. Where you think a new line should 
start, mark a slanted vertical line (/). Write capital letters over the top of ones given in lowercase.

1.  The tsar said where are my sons?

2.  who are you? asked Princess Helena.

3. 	the	firebird	is	stealing	the	apples	said	Erik.	that	can’t	be	true	sniggered	Dmitry.

4.  that is truly amazing said Ivan, after the wolf had transformed his shape.

5.  Tsar Alfron said thank you for bringing Princess Helena to me. I am so grateful.

6.  You must stay for the wedding said Tsar Alfron. thank you but no replied Ivan quickly.

7.  the princess has gone! sound the alarms shrieked one 
servant. what are all these hairs asked another.

8. 	your	father	will	be	proud	of	you	said	the	wolf.	however,	you	must	finish	your	quest.	

9.  I will wait here in this cave explained Princess Helena. good luck and come back soon.

10. 	the	wolf	said	I’m	sorry	I	ate	your	horse.	I	forgive	you	replied	Ivan.	

Write your own sentence, following the rules for writing direct speech. 
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Part B
Remember the rules for using inverted commas when writing direct speech.

Beginning and End: Keep your inverted commas at the beginning and end of words being 
spoken.

New Speaker, New Line: Start a new line whenever someone new speaks.

Capital Letter: Begin what is spoken with a capital letter.

Commas: Remember to use commas to introduce the quotation and at the end of direct speech 
if there is no other relevant punctuation there.

E.g.  “The firebird is magnificent,” said Ivan.

 “It is indeed a beautiful bird,” agreed the wolf.

 Ivan said, “I have never seen such a stunning creature.”

Using all the rules for direct speech, change this play script into a narrative text.

This	scene	takes	place	a	little	after	midnight	back	in	Tsar	Dolmat’s	palace.

Tsar Dolmat: Call me a doctor!

Servant:  Oh, Your Majesty! What has happened to you?

Tsar Dolmat: Just get me the doctor.

(Servant	exits.	Doctor	enters.)

Doctor:  Your Majesty. Tell me what has happened.

Tsar Dolmat:	 I	don’t	even	know	what	happened	for	sure.

Doctor:	 	 You	are	covered	in	mud	and	you	have	some	cuts.	Did	you	fall	from	your	horse?

Tsar Dolmat:	 Yes,	I	think	I	did!	It’s	such	a	blur	though,	you	know.

Doctor:  Take your time, Your Majesty.

Tsar Dolmat: I know this sounds ridiculous but my horse… my horse changed into a 

   horrible ferocious beast while I was riding it!

Direct Speech
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Write sentences to report what you think Tsar Vislav will say when he sees Ivan return home. 
Remember to use all the rules for writing direct speech. 

 

 

Challenge Task
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Direct	Speech Answers
Part A
1. The tsar said, “Where are my sons?”

2. “Who are you?” asked Princess Helena.

3. “The firebird is stealing the apples,” said Erik. / “That can’t be true,” sniggered Dmitry.

4. “That is truly amazing!” said Ivan, after the wolf had transformed his shape.

5. Tsar Alfron said, “Thank you for bringing Princess Helena to me. I am so grateful.”

6. “You must stay for the wedding,” said Tsar Alfron. / “Thank you, but no,” replied Ivan quickly.

7. “The princess has gone! Sound the alarms!” shrieked one servant. / “What are all these hairs?” asked 
another.

8. “Your father will be proud of you,” said the wolf. “However, you must finish your quest.”

9. “I will wait here in this cave,” explained Princess Helena. “Good luck and come back soon.”

10. The wolf said, “I’m sorry I ate your horse.” / “I forgive you,” replied Ivan. 

Children’s own sentences, e.g. “I will never forget you,” said Ivan sadly. “You have changed my life.”

Part B
Example answer:
Tsar Dolmat rushed into his palace, dazed and confused. “Call me a doctor!” he shouted at no one in 
particular. Instantly, a servant appeared and said, “Oh, Your Majesty! What has happened to you?”

Tsar Dolmat was irritable and snapped, “Just get me the doctor.”

It was not long before the doctor arrived at the tsar’s side. He bowed and said, “Your Majesty. Tell me what 
has happened.”

Tsar Dolmat looked bewildered and whispered, “I don’t even know what happened for sure.”

“You are covered in mud and you have some cuts. Did you fall from your horse?” the doctor asked gently.

“Yes, I think I did! It’s such a blur though, you know,” mumbled the tsar in response.

“Take your time, Your Majesty,” soothed the kindly doctor.

“I know this sounds ridiculous,” said Tsar Dolmat pensively, “but my horse… my horse changed into a 
horrible ferocious beast while I was riding it!”

Example answer: 

“My boy! I’m so pleased to see you!” exclaimed Tsar Vislav.

“I knew you would bring me the firebird,” smiled the tsar. 

Challenge Task


