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Using Brackets 
Part A
Brackets to show parenthesis are placed around the extra information given. Remember that if 
you take the brackets and their contents away, the sentence should still make sense.

Add in brackets to show parenthesis in the following sentences.

E.g. The forest (Gloomy Forest) was on the edge of the kingdom.

1.  The wolf who was gigantic with grey fur licked his lips.

2.  Tsar Vislav known for being a mighty ruler has ruled for many years now.

3. 	The	three	sons	of	the	tsar	Dmitry,	Vasily	and	Ivan	are	very	different	to	one	another.

4.  The stone which had writing on it was covered in moss.

5. 	Ivan	was	determined	to	catch	the	thief	the	firebird	for	his	father.

6.  The horse one of the tsar’s best mares headed nervously into the forest.

7.  The wolf who was impressed by Ivan’s bravery followed along behind him.

8. 	As	soon	as	Ivan	touched	the	cage,	an	alarm	loud	clanging	bells	went	off.

9.  Ivan son of Tsar Vislav would be brought before Tsar Dolmat.

10. The cage which was made of pure gold delighted everyone who looked upon it.

Write your own sentence about the firebird, using brackets for parenthesis. 
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Part B
Brackets to show parenthesis are placed around the extra information given. Remember that if 
you take the brackets and their contents away, the sentence should still make sense.

Insert extra information for the reader into these sentences using the brackets given. 

E.g. Ivan (who had been given strict instructions not to touch it) could not resist touching the cage. 

1.  Ivan (       )	stayed	awake	all	night	to	spot	the	firebird.

2. 	The	firebird	(        ) made the sky glow brightly  
when she appeared.

3.  Vasily (         ) failed to stay awake all night.

4. Dmitry (        ) felt disappointed when he woke  
to	find	out	that	an	apple	had	been	stolen.

5. Erik (       ) had already found a feather from the  
firebird	in	the	garden.

6.  The apple tree (       ) had been in the orchard  
for many years.

7.  The wolf (       ) gobbled up the horse. 

Write your own sentences using brackets to show parenthesis. If you can, make these sentences 
link to the events of the story.

 

 

 

 

Challenge Task

Using Brackets 
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Using Brackets Answers
Part A

1. The wolf (who was gigantic with grey fur) licked his lips.
2. Tsar Vislav (known for being a mighty ruler) has ruled for many years now.
3. The three sons of the tsar (Dmitry, Vasily and Ivan)	are	very	different	to	one	another.
4. The stone (which had writing on it) was covered in moss.
5. Ivan was determined to catch the thief (the firebird) for his father.
6.  The horse (one of the tsar’s best mares) headed nervously into the forest.
7. The wolf (who was impressed by Ivan’s bravery) followed along behind him.
8.  As soon as Ivan touched the cage, an alarm (loud clanging bells)	went	off.
9.  Ivan (son of Tsar Vislav) would be brought before Tsar Dolmat.

10. The cage (which was made of pure gold) delighted everyone who looked upon it.

E.g. The firebird (a bird with a gorgeous plumage) settled on a branch. 

Example answers:

Ivan (an athletic young man) climbed nimbly over the wall.

The gardens of Tsar Dolmat (carefully tended by teams of gardeners) were famous for miles 
around. 

Challenge Task

Part B
1.  Ivan (youngest son of the tsar)	stayed	awake	all	night	to	spot	the	firebird.
2. 	The	firebird	(a beautiful creature) made the sky glow brightly when she appeared.
3.  Vasily (the middle son of the tsar) failed to stay awake all night.
4.  Dmitry (who had fallen asleep far too easily)	felt	disappointed	when	he	woke	to	find	out	an	apple	

had been stolen.
5.  Erik (the trusty, old gardener)	had	already	found	a	feather	from	the	firebird	in	the	garden.
6.  The apple tree (which bore golden apples) had been in the orchard for many years.
7.  The wolf (a gigantic beast) gobbled up the horse. 


