
Hi Eagles, 

Hope you are all OK and enjoying being part of such a huge event in history! 

Today you are going to be describing (scientifically) some unusual living things from around 

the world, including some detailed descriptions of very specific characteristics – you need to 

be able to distinguish similar creatures so this is very important (at the Natural History 

Museum there is a ‘type’ specimen – this is the actual one that the official description of the 

creature comes from).  

Starter 1: Can you come up with some suggestions of the kinds of things that might need 

describing for the plant, animal and fungi kingdoms? (e.g. in Plantae – leaves, flowers, fruits, 

seeds, height, colours, stem/trunk) You will also be making up some common names for their 

creatures, based on one or two of these key characteristics as well as suggesting where in 

the world youy think the creature might live (habitat). 

Starter 2: As a warm up, you might warm to match up the descriptors, pics and names on the 

What on Earth sheet. What else can you remember from our Classification topic? Keep ponds 

…  

Main Activity: Look at unusual living things pictures but try not to look at the names just yet. 

Choose one, look back at your suggested things for descriptions for each kingdom and 

describe it in detail. You can then devise a common name and make suggestions as to what 

sort of habitat it might live in, based on its observable characteristics. Once completed, you 

can look at the actual common name of your living thing and do some online research in to it, 

to find out how it is classified and where in the world (location and habitat) it is from. 

Repeat for at least 1 more usual living thing. If you like, you can share yourr findings in the 

form of a ‘fact file’. 

Plenary: Put images of the creatures up on a world map. If you had wanted to know where in 

the world of taxonomy these creatures were classified which one piece of information would 

help? Yes, their Latin name – (remember the Latin name is derived from the genus and the 

species). Do you think that we have found and classified all living things on the Earth? No, we 

are a long way from achieving this – there are estimated to be 8.7 million different forms of 

life on Earth and so far we have discovered about 14% of these! Meaning 86% of the living 

world is yet to be discovered.  

Key Vocabulary: classification, kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, species, classification key, micro-

organism, organism, similarities, differences, group, observations, fact file 

 

Warmest of warm wishes, Mrs Kemp :D 

  

  

  


