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The Firebird’s Thoughts 
Part A
Explore the firebird’s point of view in the story. Read Chapters 1 and 2, paying close attention 
to where the firebird appears.

What would the firebird be thinking at different points in the story? Use evidence from the text.

E.g. On the very first day the firebird discovers the golden apple tree

I love  
this gorgeous tree  

and the delicious, golden  
apples are shiny and  
bright.. just like me!

Key words to help you: 
orchard, golden apple tree, young prince, bright, flames, lit, delicious, fruit, alarmed, 
frightened, vicious, aggressive, determined, trapped, strength, escaped, relieved, grateful

1. Before setting out to get some golden apples 
on the night Dmitry was on watch

2.  Eating the apples with Dmitry asleep below the tree

3.  Eating the apples on the following night with Vasily asleep below the tree

4.  Arriving at the garden and noticing Ivan in the tree

5.  Being grabbed by Ivan

6.  Arriving back home and going to sleep in her cage
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Think of another moment in the story to focus on. What would the firebird be thinking then?

 

             

                                  

  

                                     

                      

             

                                  

  

                                     

                      

1 4

2 5

3 6
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The Firebird’s Thoughts 
Part B
Use evidence from Chapters 1 and 2 to help you imagine what the firebird would write in her 
diary. Think about what happened when she visited the orchard when Ivan was on watch and 
then how she returned to her cage. 

Use these questions and prompts to help you to write a diary as if you are the firebird.

• Remember to use the first person and the past tense.

• Include the time and date. (This will probably be in the morning as the firebird visited 
 the orchard in the night.)

• At what time last night did you head to the orchard?

• How many times have you been there before?

• What is it like there?

• What is the golden apple tree like?

• What do the apples taste like?

• What did you do when you got there?  

• Who was there last night and what were they like?

• What did they do?

• How did you feel?

• What did you do?

• What did you do when you left the orchard and how did you feel then?

• Where did you go to sleep?

• When did you first become aware that your cage was being lifted with you inside?

• How did you feel at this moment?
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Write a diary entry from the point of view of the firebird about what it experienced on one of 
the nights when Dmitry or Vasily were on watch.

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                       

Challenge Task
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The Firebird’s Thoughts Answers
Part A

Oh, I cannot wait to get some 
fruit from my favourite golden 

apple tree. 

1 4

2 5

3 6

What a delicious feast 
for me. That man has no 

hope of catching me. He is 
snoring so loudly.

There’s another  
foolish prince asleep! I shall 
fill my stomach with these 

delicious apples and then eat 
his nuts and snacks for  

good measure!

Oh, this one is awake. I shall 
have to swoop silently.

No! He has my tail. He cannot 
capture me. I shall be doomed 
if he does. I must fight with 
all my strength to escape.

That was a close one. It’s 
so good to be home for a 

lovely sleep.

Another moment could be when he sees the gardener find a feather.

Oh no! They know I exist. I 
shall be more careful from 

now on!
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12th May, 6 o’clock 

Last night I had a bit of a shock. I went to my favourite tree in the glorious orchard of Tsar Vislav as usual. I 
was so looking forward to munching on the heavenly golden apples there. They really are divine. I look forward 
to going there every night so that I can taste the sweet, juicy fruits in such a beautiful setting.

However, I thought my game was up last night. When I arrived at the orchard, I heard the unmistakable 
sound of loud snoring. I stopped and perched gently on the brick wall of the orchard to assess the situation. 
I noticed very quickly who was making the noise. It was a man, dressed in fine clothes but he looked quite 
scruffy because of the way his clothes were ruffled. I watched and waited.

I must confess, I had half suspected this might happen. A day or so ago, I dropped one of my feathers but 
I noticed it had gone when I next visited. I expect that old gardener found it and worked out that it was me 
stealing all the apples. 

After a while, I realised that this man was in a very deep sleep and that it was still safe for me to proceed. 
I swooped gently to the golden apple tree and tucked into the apples joyfully, though constantly checking on 
the ‘guard’ stationed beneath me. 

I was able to eat as much as I wished for he showed not the slightest sign of waking. After I had eaten as 
much as I could manage, I flew away, worrying that the next time a more diligent person may be out waiting 
and watching for me! 

Challenge Task

Part B
14th May, 6 o’clock

What a night I’ve had! I set off as usual to go to my favourite tree in the grounds of Tsar Vislav and to feast 
on the delicious golden apples there. I’ve been there many times before and I just love that peaceful orchard 
and the delectable apples. The tree is huge and there are plenty of apples for me to choose from. 

When I got there, I saw straight away that a prince was waiting for me. There have been princes there before 
but they have always previously been sleeping. I knew I would need to swoop down silently to avoid detection. 
This prince was much younger than the other two and he obviously had some cunning about him, as he had 
positioned himself in the branches of the tree. Whether this was to stop him falling asleep or to make it more 
difficult for me, I do not know but I knew I was being hunted and I was cautious. 

He gazed upwards as soon as I arrived and I knew then that the warmth and lights from my feathers had 
given me away. Nevertheless, I endeavoured to dive in to grasp some of that irresistible fruit from the tree. 
This prince had excellent reflexes though and he was quick enough to make a grasp for me. I was horrified to 
see that the youngster had a firm hold on my tail. 

I knew that if he succeeded in capturing me, I would lead a life of imprisonment and so, with deep determination, 
I beat my wings intensely and managed to free myself from his grip and I flew away.

As I flew away in the skies over the gardens of the kingdom, I felt so relieved not to have been captured. I am 
delighted that I escaped but now I feel worried that it is not safe for me to return to the orchard for more of 
the sublime fruit. At least I am safe here in my beautiful, shiny cage, from which I am allowed to come and 
go as I please. I am a lucky firebird.


