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Describing the Firebird
Part A
Look at this example of a ‘wanted’ poster for the wolf to help you produce a ‘wanted’ poster for 
the firebird.

Wanted by order of Tsar Vislav for causing distress to the people of our 
kingdom by hanging around and looking threatening in the forest.

This wolf has not attacked any humans yet but is known to have 
consumed various livestock. Please be vigilant.

Description: This wolf is grey in colour. It is significantly larger than 
the average wolf. His fangs are extremely sharp. We must stress that 
this creature is very dangerous. Do not approach him.

Reward: The tsar will give 50 roubles to the person who provides 
information leading to the entrapment of this beast.

What to do if you see the wolf: Contact one of the tsar’s guards 
immediately. 

WANTED
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Describing the Firebird
Part B
Imagine you have seen the firebird arriving in the orchard for yourself.

Write a description of what you saw. 

Here are some prompt questions to help you.

What are her feathers like?

What is her beak like?

What are her eyes like?

What expression is on her face?

What is her tail like?

How does she move?

What does she do?

What sounds does she make?

Does she emit heat?
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Write a play script of the conversation between Ivan and his father the morning after he sees 
the firebird. The tsar wants to know what the firebird is like so he will ask lots of questions 
about this.
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Describing the Firebird Answers

Wanted by order of Tsar Vislav for stealing his precious golden apples 
from the orchard.

This firebird, believed by many to be just a mythical bird, has now been 
spotted by Prince Ivan himself. We know that there is at least one of 
these creatures in existence.

Description: This bird is very striking to look at and will be easily 
recognised. She has shiny black eyes and golden, red, orange and yellow 
feathers. Remarkably, her feathers are alight and glowing with fire and 
she may let off sparks. If you are near this bird, you will be aware of 
the warmth she is emitting. She has a long neck and a very sharp beak. 
For this reason, be cautious if you approach her.

Reward: The tsar will give half of his kingdom to the person who provides 
information leading to the capture of this bird.

What to do if you see the firebird: Contact one of the tsar’s guards 
immediately or, if you are certain you have the skills and necessary 
equipment, capture her and bring her to the palace.

WANTED

Part A
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Ivan: Father, here is a feather from the firebird who has been taking your fruit.

Tsar: Really? You really saw it? So, it does exist!

Ivan: Yes I did, Father, and it was a magnificent sight.

Tsar: Ivan, please tell me what you saw. This bird fascinates me.

Ivan: It was the heat from the bird I felt first of all, of course. Her feathers were truly on fire so there was 
heat burning out from her. 

Tsar: Could you even bear to be close to her?

Ivan: It was a bearable heat. It was a bit like standing next to a roaring fire.

Tsar: Did the feather burn your hand when you grabbed it?

Ivan: No, it felt warm, certainly, but I was not burned.

Tsar: And did she make a sound, this bird?

Ivan: When I grabbed at her, she made a huge squawking sound as she tried to get away.

Tsar: Were you afraid, Ivan?

Ivan: No, I was never afraid. Although her beak was incredibly sharp, I never felt this bird might attack me.

Tsar: And how did she fly away? Did you injure her?

Ivan: No, I did not injure her. She flew away with great strength and grace. 

Tsar: I wish I had seen this bird.

Ivan: It was indeed a magnificent sight, Father.

Challenge Task

Part B
Last night I saw the firebird. The first thing I was aware of was the sense of heat coming from above my 
head so I looked up and what an amazing sight I saw! There was a breathtakingly beautiful bird above me. 
I don’t think she could see me. Sparks were flying from her gorgeous, golden, fire-like feathers coloured red, 
orange and yellow. She had a long and elegant neck and she turned her head purposefully and with immense 
control like a gymnast beginning a routine. 

I looked at her eyes. They were black and shiny and reflected everything in the garden. Her beak was huge, 
curled and sharp like a golden scythe. I thought to myself that this was a beak which could cause a lot of 
damage.

She had a peaceful expression on her face and seemed in no rush at all to move, although she was clearly 
hungrily gazing on the delicious golden apples.

Eventually, she moved, swooping slowly and gracefully like a falling feather down to the branches, her 
delicate, swishing tail dancing behind her. She dug her gigantic beak into one of the fruits, and let out a 
gentle purr of contentment.


