
 

 

 

Boudicca Facts 

Boudicca was a Celtic queen who is famous for rising up against the Roman 

occupation in AD60 or 61. She was the joint ruler of the British Iceni tribe, who 

lived in a region of Britain now known as East Anglia, with her husband, 

Prasutagus. 

The Romans had settled in Britain around AD43. Prasutagus had made an 

agreement with them, whereby he would remain as ruler of the Icenis, on the 

condition that on his death the Romans would inherit half of his realm. 

Prasutagus hoped that this arrangement would keep his family and tribe safe. 

However, upon his death, the Romans turned on the Icenis, ransacking their 

lands and goods. They made the Icenis into slaves and had Boudicca whipped. 

Boudicca's daughters were also attacked by the Romans. 

In about AD60, the Roman governor was sent to lead an army in North Wales. 

Boudicca seized her chance to organise an uprising against the Romans and she 

fought at the head of her army, which was known as the Britons. They 

destroyed the Roman capital of Colchester and defeated the Roman IX legion. 

When the Roman governor heard the news, he rushed back to Londinium 

(London), guessing that this would be Boudicca's next target. A huge battle 



ensued, and both Londinium and Verulamium (St Albans) were destroyed by 

Boudicca's army. 

The Roman army regrouped, and Boudicca was eventually defeated at the Battle 

of Watling Street. 

  

What did Boudicca look like? 

Historical accounts say that Boudicca was tall and striking, with fierce eyes and 

long red hair. 

  

What is Boudicca famous for? 

Boudicca is famous for her fighting spirit and determination never to give in to 

the Romans. She is lauded for her bravery and endeavours and remains a 

significant historical figure to this day. Her courage is encapsulated in her final 

speech, recorded by the Roman historian, Dio Cassius: 

'I was whipped by the Romans when they tried to take our lands and now I am 

fighting for my freedom. Think how many of us are fighting and why. We must 

win this battle or die. Let the men live as slaves if they want. I will not.' 

  

What did the Romans do to Boudicca? 

The Roman's maltreatment of Boudicca's Iceni tribe and her daughters, 

together with the brutal whipping of Boudicca herself, led to the uprising and 

battles of her Briton Army. 

  

How did Boudicca die? 

No one really knows the exact details of the death of Boudicca. Historians 

speculate that she fell ill and died, or killed herself by poisoning, rather than be 

captured by the Romans. 

  

 


