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World’s Highest-
Living Mammal 
Is... a Mouse!

Scientists have found the world’s highest-living 
mammal at the top of a volcano! It’s called 
the yellow-rumped leaf-eared mouse. The 
resilient rodent was found on a volcano called 
Llullaillaco, in South America.

The mouse species has broken its own record. 
In 2013, a video showed it living on Llullaillaco, 
at a height of 6205m above sea level.

Inspired by the film, a team of scientists from 
the University of Nebraska, USA, went on an 
expedition to the volcano. They wanted to search 
for more rodents. 

 The team had climbed up to the summit of 
Llullaillaco, 6700m above sea level. Then, expert 
mountaineer Mario Pérez-Mamani spotted saw 
something that caught his eye. He told the group 
he had seen something. It was a yellow-rumped 
leaf-eared mouse!

Jay Storz, a scientist on the team, said: “No 
one expected mammals to be able to survive” at 
such a height.

It’s extraordinary because life at the top of the 
volcano is tough. There is little oxygen, which 
mammals need to breathe. 

Furthermore, the average temperature is 
-15°C and the team say there was little food for 
the mouse.

Llullaillaco is part of a range of mountains 
called the Andes. It sits on the border between 
Chile and Argentina. 

The volcano is close to the Atacama desert, 

one of the driest in the world. NASA says that 
it’s the second-highest active volcano in the 
world. The volcano last erupted in 1877.

Jay Storz says the discovery could lead 
scientists to find out more about these 
remarkable animals. He said scientists could 
have “underestimated” where mammals can live.

He says this could be because the summit of 
Llullaillaco had not been fully explored. 

Illustration: The yellow-rumped leaf-eared mouse.
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What is the yellow-rumped leaf-eared mouse?

• The yellow-rumped leaf-eared mouse is the world’s 
highest-living mammal.

• It has been found living at the top of a volcano in 
South America called Llullaillaco.

Glossary

expedition A journey taken by a group 
of people with a particular 
purpose.

rodents A gnawing mammal of an 
order that includes rats, mice, 
squirrels and hamsters.

summit The highest point of a hill 
or mountain.

average The normal temperature over a 
period of time.
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Questions
1. Why did the team of scientists set off to the volcano? 

 

  

 

2. ‘The resilient rodent was found on a volcano called Llullaillaco.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to resilient. 

  determined
  shy
  successful 
  unappealing

3. ‘Then, expert mountaineer Perez spotted saw something that caught his eye.’ 
The phrase ‘caught his eye’ suggests that... 

  something grabbed his attention.
  the mouse scratched his eye.
  he got some dirt in his eye.
  he looked the other way.

4. Why do you think no one expected to find a mouse at the top of the volcano? Give 
two reasons.

1.   

 

2.  

 

5. What do you think the team of scientists will do next? 

 

  

 

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. Why did the team of scientists set off to the volcano? 

Accept any answer that refers to the story, e.g. The team of scientists set off to the 
volcano because they had seen a film of a mouse living on it and they wanted to search 
for more rodents.

2. ‘The resilient rodent was found on a volcano called Llullaillaco.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to resilient. 

  determined
  shy
  successful 
  unappealing

3. ‘Then, expert mountaineer Perez spotted saw something that caught his eye.’ 
The phrase ‘caught his eye’ suggests that... 

  something grabbed his attention.
  the mouse scratched his eye.
  he got some dirt in his eye.
  he looked the other way.

4. Why do you think no one expected to find a mouse at the top of the volcano? Give 
two reasons. 
Accept any two reasons that refer to the following: there is little oxygen, which 
mammals need to breathe; the average temperature is -15°C; the team say there was 
little food for the mouse. 

5. What do you think the team of scientists will do next? 
Accept any answer that refers to the story, e.g. I think the team of scientists will visit 
the volcano again to find out more about the mice. 

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Scientists have 
discovered the world’s highest-living mammal. It’s called the yellow-rumped leaf-
eared mouse.
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