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Survey Shows Half 
of UK Butterflies 
Bouncing Back

The results from a yearly survey show that 
butterflies are bouncing back! The UKBMS says 
that over half of butterfly species increased in 
number during 2019.

The UKBMS says that the increase was down 
to the warm and wet weather in the summer of 
2019. They also say that habitat protection and 
conservation work have helped as well.

This gave caterpillars the perfect conditions 
to grow. The plants that caterpillars fed on grew 
really well. This meant the caterpillars could 
develop and then emerge as butterflies.

Some species are at their highest levels in 
over 20 years! For example, the number of 
painted ladies went up by an incredible 1993%, 
compared to 2018.

Professor Tom Brereton, a butterfly expert, 
said, “The results from the 2019 seasons are 
really encouraging.”

It wasn’t all good news, though. Other 
butterflies saw a decrease in their population in 
2019. For example, there were fewer large whites 
and common blues. 

So, how do you go about counting butterflies, 
particularly if they fly off? The survey has 
happened every year since 1976 and volunteers 
help out, in the same way, each year.

Last year, over 2500 volunteers went to over 
3000 sites in the country. The volunteers record 
the types of butterfly they see and the number 

they notice. Then, the UKBMS collects all the 
data. They then write a report to show whether 
the number of butterflies has gone up or down.

The UKBMS says that there are around 60 
different species of butterfly in the UK. The 
colours and patterns on their wings help people 
to spot them. 

How many butterflies can you spot outside 
your window? 

Photo: The red admiral butterfly.
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What is happening to butterflies in the UK?

• The UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS) says 
that there was an increase in the number of half the 
UK butterfly species in 2019.

• They say this was down to the weather, conservation 
work and habitat protection. 

Glossary

conservation Work done to protect an 
animal or plant species.

conditions The state of the weather at a 
particular time.

volunteers People who give up their time 
for free to do something.

data Information that is gathered 
during a survey which people 
then study to see if there are 
any noticeable patterns.
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Questions
1. ‘The results from a yearly survey show that butterflies are bouncing back!’ 

The phrase ‘bouncing back’ suggests that... 

  butterflies can’t land on flowers.
  butterfly numbers are increasing.
  butterflies are becoming rarer.
  butterflies are turning into caterpillars again.

2. Find and copy three reasons why the UKBMS think there were more butterflies.

1.  

2.  

3.   

3. ‘This meant the caterpillars could develop and then emerge as butterflies.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘emerge’. 

  appear
  come back
  flutter
  return

4. The UKBMS has a lot of experience in counting butterflies. Find and copy a piece of 
evidence which supports this. 

 

 

5. What do you think the UKBMS will do next? Explain your answer. 

 

 

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 

 

  

Butterfly Boom!
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Answers
1. ‘The results from a yearly survey show that butterflies are bouncing back!’ 

The phrase ‘bouncing back’ suggests that... 

  butterflies can’t land on flowers.
  butterfly numbers are increasing.
  butterflies are becoming rarer.
  butterflies are turning into caterpillars again.

2. Find and copy three reasons why the UKBMS think there were more butterflies. 
Accept any three answers that refer to the following: warm, wet weather in 2019, 
conservation and habitat protection.

3. ‘This meant the caterpillars could develop and then emerge as butterflies.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘emerge’. 

  appear
  come back
  flutter
  return

4. The UKBMS has a lot of experience in counting butterflies. Find and copy a piece of 
evidence which supports this. 
Accept any answer that refers to the story, e.g. The UKBMS has done a survey every 
year since 1976.

5. What do you think the UKBMS will do next? Explain your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the story, e.g. I think they will do another 
survey and compare results.

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that refers to the story, e.g. A survey shows that most 
butterflies increased in number during 2019 thanks to the weather, conservation and 
habitat protection.

Butterfly Boom!
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