
Hemblington	Primary	School	
	

A	Primary	Reading	Curriculum	:	Year	4	

Texts	will	be	chosen	to	support	the	children’s	writing	in	English	lessons	and	in	other	subjects	across	the	curriculum.	
	

Year 
Group 

Decoding Fluency and Reading 
Behaviours  

Vocabulary (2a) Retrieval (2b) Summarising (2c) Inference (2d) Predicting (2e) Analyses (2f) Authorial Intent 
(2g) 

Compare (2h)	

 
Year 4 

Self-corrects 
spontaneously. 

  
Apply their 

growing knowledge 
of root words, 
prefixes and 

suffixes, both to 
read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of the 

words they meet. 
 

Read further 
exception words, 
noting the unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sound, and 
where these  

occur in the word. 
 

Listens to the opinions 
of others  

and adjusts own 
thinking/understanding 

where appropriate. 
 

Re-reads with  
enhanced expression, 

intonation to 
reinterpret what has 

been said. 
 

Reads silently, with 
good understanding 

testing out different 
pronunciations of 

unfamiliar words with 
support. 

 
 

Applies word 
meaning 

knowledge to  
infer the meaning 

of unfamiliar 
words. 

 
Notes examples  

of figurative 
language and 
explains the 

moods or 
atmosphere  
they create. 

 
Identifies how 

authors use 
precise vocabulary 

to meet the 
intended purpose/ 

effect.  
(e.g. They slipped 

into the room 
unnoticed.) 

 
Identifies 

figurative and 
expressive 

language that 
builds a fuller 
picture of a 
character. 

Retrieves 
information from 
text where there 
is competing or 

distracting 
information. 

 
Identifies key 

words or phrases 
when making a 

point.  
 

Identifies the  
way descriptive 

language and  
small details are 
used to build an 
impression of an 
unfamiliar place. 

 
Deeper Learning 

Identifies  
events that are 

presented in  
more detail and 
those that are 
skimmed over. 

 
Identifies 

underlying themes 
in a range of 

narrative texts. 

Explains and 
justifies an 

opinion on the 
resolution of an 

issue/whole 
narrative. 

 
Summarises the 

main ideas in 
texts, including 

non-fiction. 
 

Deeper Learning 
Comments on 
differences 

between what 
characters do  

and say. 

Recognises techniques 
used by the author to 

persuade the reader to 
feel sympathy or dislike. 

 
Justifies opinions of 
particular characters 

and/or settings. 
 

Distinguishes between 
fact and opinion. 

 
Identifies and makes 
deductions about the 
motives and feelings  
that might lay behind  
the characters’ words. 

 
Evaluates texts for  
their appeal for the 
intended audience. 

 
Deeper Learning 

Makes deductions about 
characters’ motives and 

feelings and explains 
whether their behaviour 

was predictable or 
unexpected.  

Explores alternative 
outcomes to an issue. 

 
Analyses dialogue,  
making judgements  
about the extent to 

which characters  
reveal their true  

feelings or motives. 
 

Predicts on the 
basis of mood  
or atmosphere 

(e.g. how a 
character will 

behave in a 
specific setting). 

Analyses how 
authors use 
sentences. 

Explains the 
decisions that 
the author has 
made in setting 
up problems for 
the characters 
and choosing  

how to resolve 
them. 

Comments on 
differences 

between what 
characters say 

and do.	

	


