
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year and welcome to the Spring term 2020! 

This letter outlines the class routines, including homework, for the year and explains briefly 
what Kestrel class will be learning this term. We hope you find the following information 
useful in helping you to support your child’s learning. 

Topics for Spring Term 

Geography – South America 

Science – Forces and Animals including Humans 

R.E. – Teaching and Authority 

P.S.H.E. – Drugs Global Awareness (Alcohol) and Equal Opportunities 

Spring Maths Target 

During Spring term, Year 5 will be working on a Maths target which focuses on formal 
written methods. The expectation is that all children will be able to use a formal written 
method for the four operations for numbers up to four digits.  

Children will continue to have a weekly multiplication tables test where the focus will 
gradually move to deriving related facts involving multiples, decimals and squares of 
numbers. In addition, children are able to use Rockstars Times Tables to support rapid 
recall of multiplication facts. 

Spring English Target 

During Spring term, Year 5 will be working on a sentence structure English target. The 
expectation is that children will be able to recognise and use a variety of different sentence 
starters and clauses in their writing.  

Homework 

Arrangements for homework are very similar to the Autumn Term. I will include this 
information again as a reminder, however. 

All children have been given a homework folder and a homework diary. It is important that 
this is in school daily in order for homework tasks to be recorded. If there are any 
difficulties with homework, please write a note in the diary and ask your child to show us. 
Please check your child’s diary daily so that support with homework tasks can be given if 
required. If homework is not handed in, we will write a note in the diary. 

As a general rule, the following homework is set: 

 Monday – Multiplication tables and related facts  
This will be multiplication and division facts to learn in preparation for a test on the 
following Monday. 



 

 

 Wednesday – Topic/Literacy Task                                                                                                 
This will either be a research or Literacy activity to be handed in on the following 
Monday or a half term project. 

 Wednesday – Maths 
This will usually be a maths worksheet to be handed in on the following Monday. 

 Thursday –Spelling Task 
Children will have one week to practise their new spellings and complete a spelling 
worksheet. 

 

In addition, children are expected to read regularly at home. There is a selection of books 
in our class library for children to borrow. Children are welcome to read suitable books 
from home if you are happy for them to bring these books to school. All children have been 
given a reading record book. We would like them to record dates and page numbers in 
here, with an occasional comment about what they have read. Once a book is completed, 
children need to write a book review. Please refer to guidance at the front of the reading 
record book for help with this. This needs to be checked by us before selecting a new 
book. Please monitor your child’s reading, either listening to them read or discussing the 
story – characters, setting, plot etc. Again, it is important that this reading record book and 
reading book is in school daily as there will be opportunities during the day for reading.  

P.E. 

On Tuesday afternoons, children have an outdoor Games lesson and will need joggers, a 
warm top and trainers. The children will also have an indoor P.E. lesson on Thursday 
afternoon. Ideally children will have shorts, a t-shirt and plimsolls for this lesson. This 
second lesson will remain the same until the end of the month after which some of the 
children will receive extra swimming lessons. These children will be given a letter soon. If 
your child is not swimming then they will be having P.E. on Friday afternoon. Should your 
child not be able to participate in P.E, please write to let us know. 

Please could you ensure your child comes to school prepared for the day. 
Homework folders containing homework diaries, homework sheets, reading book 
and reading record book need to be in school every day. Children have also been 
asked to bring in one pencil case containing a pen, pencil, rubber, pencil sharpener 
and crayons or felt-tips and a glue stick. It is extremely useful for children to have 
their own glue stick as they stick sheets in books almost every lesson and having 
access to their own glue stick speeds this up enormously. Please discourage your 
child from bringing expensive stationery products into school as this can easily 
lead to problems/upset if things get lost. Children also need a water bottle and their 
P.E. kit. 

If you have any questions or concerns that you would like to discuss, please pop in after 
school or make an appointment. 

 

Mrs M. Willrich and Mrs J. Whittle 
Kestrel Class Teachers 
 


